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By INCREASE MATHER, Teacher of a Church 


in Boſton ia New-Enzland, | 


Lev. 26.23,24. And if you will not be Reformed by theſt things, but | 
will walk contrary rate mt, then will I walk contre y unte jou, J 
will punt h; 108, yet ſeven times for your ſint, 


Jer. 13-17, f you will not hear it, my ſoul Ball weey in ſecret 
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Cor. 10 11, Now all theſe things haipned mate thew for cnſamples, 


and they ave writt'a for our Admenition, upon whom the 4 of 
the world are come, 
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TO THE READER: 


His following Bxhortation war written ts or three wonths 
ago, fence which time the Lord hath gives ut to ſee 4 wen- 
fall Turn of Providence, is 4 Way of fgnal mercy towards bis 
poor New-England-People. Mevertheleſt I have for weighty 
Reaſons, been willing to let it paſt, a1 it is, the main deſign of 

it bring to quicken ſedulous endeavours towards the Reformation of 

groveking Evillr, and there i fill cauſe for urgency in that matter, God forbid 
that we ben aft as if we were delivered to do abominations, for then it is cert tin 
that the continuance of this af Fion wonld bave been afar greater werey, then de- 
hiverance ont of it, And I will freely confeſs, that I am wit altogether without 
fears, that there i yer another Storm haſtening upon this Land, it Keen 
vert it wt, For as yet men ave nt convinced of that Which I believe Lords 
ſp-cial Controvertic with tb Land, Though ſore doe, yer the generaſtty of 
the people do wit ſer and o thoſe iniquityes, which the virhterms God bath been 

cont ending for. Nor i there to this day ſo munch done r:ſpelting a General Refor- 
mation of evills amonyft as, ar the Lord experts, Nay, there bave been ſuch treſ 
paſſer committed, in the time of our diſtreſt, as [ am perſwaded Cod will yet viſit 
for. It bath often been ſo, that if much fin bath brew commirted, eminent delive- 
rances bave been attended with ſad after-clapr, When the children of Iſrati were 
ſaved from the Midianites, the Inhabitants of Succoth aud Penuel did periſb after 
that. Avis J-phthahs dayer, be bad no ſoonrr {nbdued the common enemy, but 
intefl ine troubles aroſe, ſo that there fell of the Ephraimites at that time forry 
and two thouſand, Let wy not then be big b- minded but fear : eſpecially con fde- 
ring that of late time, the Lord in bu provideu:e bath been giving vt very ſo- 
le nn warnings, T be deaths of ſo many right*ous and wſeful oner both of the firſt 
tener ation, au alſo a great number of priciout erer of the ſecond generation, 

« hve bin taken away this year by God: oWn band, ſeems to be portentons © 

wre evil to co ne. Anithe ſalden aſall deaths of ſome, whom the Lord bat 

er rheswe, as Cd overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah , look like mi 
mernings, And that Fpiderical Diſeaſe rbat prevailed this Spring, 4 v 

ſo'emn voice from Heaven ante . JV have card alſo bow terrible the Lori 

ub bers in hit dye? tewardt our Conntry-remn and Brethren in other parti of 

. Not to (pra of the preſene tate of bleeding * bet 47 awfnll 

oui lence was that which _ is Banda Jos in _ ft, ber 4 Plan ation 
there, was viſized with thunder, and wich great noile, and wih a florrh and 

(tmpeſt, and fa ne of devovring fire, /o that in a few lor a cf town 

A 2 wa 


N 


485 b . ur, ing The Lndgerper het 


YO THE READER, 


* Sack | fund Grace; dvly to 
Conſider of it, and ts fin no mere \eft a wor le thing come unto them, And how 
e was the hand of God is deptem ber /, when a fire brake forth in 4 fa 
mon tems in the heart of England (North-Hampton by name) and in alen 
tha {p46 of eight banrs, conſumed thi whelt Fown, th v fow honſrs were 
lefi 2 5 the [nhabitants ehem, ſaved nothing but the eloatht1 


ow their » Now if wi tha bear of theſe things, fear God and rect iveinitru- 
Rion, @ar dwel not be cue of, but If we be ſicare and anf led with 
rhe divine Diſpenſations, how c we think that the e ts paſt? T be Lord can 
eaſily pw ns/e #1 by the [ame Inflrumints404in, if We ga ne provikge him, Tea 7 
ra- pomer and good novide ne! of God pryvent it n, wall be ſo, Alary of tho 
= ih have of lat ſubmitted 1bem(cluer, r, and blovay, Ard 
lacans hat hape beer belpfull iu tha War, will vt apt to grow init upcn 
* that wecould ut _ ſubdaed va 4855 fe bag not been for them, 
14. tat, nero bf rude x4 hog! not cer [candalitt 
2 \Qr — ings Bard be, God, 3 ben 
RAJ £449 gunifh ns, which) we canner think N. e then /bankd c n eeur/ty grow 
«pan. , When ſane (aid wee the holy Prophct, Wa chman what of the mgh: t 
chan hat of the night ? He rend. The morning cometh and ally 
nigh. e, Ait at preſent, a comfortable Morrirg is damned npon ns, it 
r it well, otherwiſe we ſhall have canſe to thin on the wh» 
words.allo the night. Ot be remembred that things of thu nature, (ud 
promiſes gud the « re(priting temper al Mr H eg are (0) ave '» 
be wager ſtood conditionally, according to that whic h the Lord e, Per 18 
8, g. 10. At hat inſtaqt I ſhall ſpeuk concerniag a nation, ard coc certirg 
a Kingdom to pluck up, to pull down, and to deſtroy it, if chat nation againit 
whom 1 bave pronounced, turn from their evill, I will repent of the evil 
that] thought to doe unto them, Aud at what, inſtant | hall ſpeak corcer- 
ning a nation and concerning a Kingdom to build and to plant : if do e. 
vil in m ht, that it obey. not my voice, allen repent of the good 


wherewich I laid I would benefit them, we kad wed Me prop cr, that 
paſt and preſent diſpen (ations way be ſan{tified to u. If we be indeed betterd thoe 
. we ve lite to ſee happy Ache: again in New-England, but if «ther wiſe, New- 
England hath not yer ſeen its worſt dayes. Now the. E fiſms His 11 1 
80nfoder it, O that there were ſuch an heart in ts, that we Would fear bim & try 
all by Commandment i,alwayer, that it may be well with ts and with our chil. 1.4 
for ever. Which # the pray r of him who accounts himſelf happy, if be may d 
ay |. 2 er tuce, for God aud for hi Peeple, .. | 

| B:f os 11 


EH ie. Increaſe Mather, 
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it OD who ſometimes ſaid unto Pemſalt, be inſtru@ed left my 
4 * Soul depart from thee, and thou become deſolate, x Land not 
*. 2 doth by his ſolemn judgements in like manner call 
2 from Heaven upon New- Enelaxd, ſaying, be thou in lructed, leſt 


| depart from thee, and thou become defolate without an Fg Inhabitanr. 

$ KN berefore we axe to be exhorted ( and Oh t hat we might de perſwaded ). 
ſince we | ave deen brought into ſuch a bleeding Nate,” te make 4 right i 

provement of this dreadful Diſpenſation, O let not the Lord complain of News 

England, as ſometimes of at, A People know wot the Judgement of the 

* Tord. But to ſpeak a little more fully and plainly : 

1. Lit ma be antly and driply aff rd with the awful hand of the meſt High, 


5 Our Friends in other parts ot the World, that wiſh us u ell, are greatly 
= iſſected with our miſer yes It was ſaid of old, corcerrirg Egye and Tyre, 
W- at the report concerning Egyry, and at the report of oh they ſhall 2 
94 died, even ſo the report of Gods dealing thus with his N, Fg Pre- 
* ple : the report of poor New- F gland Calamity, bath cauſed it ofe that 
7.8 . jo 
4 ace in Lands afar «ff to be :mazed and troubled, ard fhall net we odr 
ſelves be afſe ted with our own Coleſnlflate? Ard ſhall it be faid of thee : 
O N:w- England, ſhall it be ſaid of thee, the Lord bath porred on thee the 
j fury of his Anger, and the iter gik of Bartel, and be hath fer thee on = 
, ron a 


| Hs E vhortttion to the 


round about, yet thou k1ewelt not, and it burned thee, yet thou laydit it not 
to heart. A Sword, a Sword is ſharpened, and alſo fourbjſhed, it is ſh ir pned 

to make a ſore ſliaghter, it is four b ſhed that it may glitter, Sould we then 

wake mir:he D.ſmal things we ſee are come upon us, It is mentioned in 

the Scripcure as a ſad thing, Epirain hl Wing forth children for the A ur- 

aer. And again the Lord threatneth his people ſaying, then Galt beget ſons 

i dawsbters but ſhult mot enjoy them, for they ball ge into captivity. And in 

another place the Lord ſaich, your young men have I ſlain with the ſword, ant 

bave takrn ate cy your _— and I brue male the ſtink of your campr to come in- 

fo your moſtrill;, Alſo God bath denonneed it as an heavy Judgment which 

Thould come to puniſh that lin of mens uaſaithfulneſs in reſpeot promiſes & 

ingagements one to another ( hach b:en very much the ſin of many in 

N. E.) / will give tbea into the band of their enemyes, and into the band of thim 

that ſerk their Ife, and thrir dead b1dits ſoull be for meat to the fowles of beaven, 

ante vbe braſt of the earth. Now all theſe things have been verihed upon 

us. Is it nothing that ſo many have been cut off by a bloedy and birbarous 

Sword ? Is it nothing that Widdows and Fathet leſs have been multiplyed a. 

N. mong us ? that in a ſmall Plantation we have heard of eight widows, ard ix 
| and tent father leſs children in one day ? Ad in another of the Villages of 
om Judab, of ſeven Widows and about thirty ſacherleſs children, all at once 

How can we ſpeak of ſuc) things without bleeding Lamentation ! Shall not 

ſuch ſolema ſirot es at lalt awaken us.? The Inbabirants of the wer ld would 

not have believed that the enemy ſhould have prevailed ſo far, and done ſuch 

things in New Exgland , that ſo many Plantations ſhould have been brought 
to ter deſolation! ſhit ſo miny Candlellicks ſhould be removed out of 

| their places | How are we ſpoiled? we are greatly confounded bec iaſe our 
dwelling places have caſt us our, Alas that Ne England ſhould be brought 
ſo low in ſo ſhort a time (tor ſhe is come down wonderſully) and that by 
ſuch vile enemies, by the Heathen, yea rhe wor of ebe Heathen : that ſhou'd 
be an fi&.cg humbling Conſideration to us; that our heavenly H ather 
ſhould be provoked to ſet vile /ndign; upon the backs of tus Children to 
ſcourge them ſu ſeverely, becauſe of cle provoking of his ſons and lis daugh- 
ters, the Lord hach moved us to anger wich a fookſh Nation, and moved us 
to je. louſie with thoſe which are no: a people, As the Lord begins to dei. 
ver us, we are apt to forget the fears and :ot tous which have beer. upon us, 
that is the ready way to greacer Calamity, 

Verily if we lay not theſe things to heart, there is cauſe to fear that thoſe 

| oer Judgments (which not hirg but wonderfull mercy hath ſaved us from, 
even Fumme «ni Peſtilence are not far of, We have ſeen the Larg come 1: 


ung amoagh us upon bis Red borſe, if this awaken us not, how can we —_ 
Ot 
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order, but that ere long we ſhall behold a Bleck Horſe, yea and a Pale Nfl. 
and his name that ſhall fie thereon is Death. | 
2, Lit due _— be made into the cas ſe of the Lords eemtreverfie With ur. 


We know in general, it is ſor fin, Mich.1.g. Fer the tranſgriſſes of Jared in 
all this, and for the fins of the houſe of 475 God is — wont to forſake 
his People except they do firſt forſgke him, 2 Chron.15. 2, The Lord 5s with 
you whilſt you be with bim, but if you forſake bi he will forſake you, Inas much 
chen as God bath ſeemed to caſt us of, and put us to ſhame, ard hath refu- 
led to go forch with our Armies, be doth by tis provider ce teſlifie ageink us 
to our faces, that we have t.rlaken him He would not Fave given us te 
the Spoil, and to the Robbers, if we had t ot (inned 2gainſt him, But ſome 
one will ſay, how Ball we know What fin it irthat the Lord now contends with 
nr fer? Arſmer, All ough il at be a muſt needful Queluon to be erqu- 
red im o, yet 1 ſhall ror ſay much to it, beſides what I bave at ſurdry times 
exprefſed, when ſpeaking in the Name of the Lord. 

t. Tete b h we embrace — notions an will lead t into wia 
abent the canſer of our miſery, e. g. that imagination which ſome have, that 
all this is come upon us, only for tryal, ard rot for Cor re ct on on the ac- 
cownt of ſins, without doubt it is for both, Why ſhould we ſuppoſe that 
God is not offended with us, when his diſpleaſure is wricter, in ſuch viſible 

and bloody Characters? and truly before the preſent Judgement came upon 
us, it was evident that the gor ious Lord was provoked againſt us: thoſe 
general and continued Bloftings, which were upon the fruits of the Earth, 
ipake no leſs, when the like hand of God was upon the Land of Iſrael, 
but for three years, David enquired of the Lord about the cauſe of his ho- 
ly diſpleaſure. Interpreters obſerve, that the firlt and ſeeond year David + 
made no inquiry, becauſe he might poſſibly think it was nothing, but Wb 
according to the —_—y Courſe of Nature might well be expeRed, bur 
when be ſaw that drovgh: was vpon thel and tor three years together, be 
concluded that it was for ſome fin that had provoked the Moſt High, So 
with us, God by a continued Series of Providence for more then three times 
three years, one after another, bath been blaſtirg the fruits ofthe earth in a 
great meaſure; therefore we may know that God is angry for ſomething. 
Again, that notion, that God is provoked for one ſin only, or for ſome ſe- 
cret unknown fin only, tends to lead into miſlakes concerning the true cauſe 
of our miſeries, Not but that there may be Srcver Sur which the Lord doth 
ſet is the light of bis conmtenance, and which we cught diligently to ſearch ab 
ter ; but when there are ſo many evils viſible and manilef}, it is the ſubeiky 
of Satan to perſwade men that this jaegt ment cometh for ſeme one ſ cret 
ſin, that ſ@ be may keep them ſrem takirg notice of that which is indeed 
the 4 


„ AA ae 0 
| WO romroverſe,and from reproting of Me xe, which if tury de 
exply repeoted of, the Judg-menrs which hart been upon ys walt certainly 
tem ved principle, that whoever ſufforꝭ id chi common Cala. 
ev N into miſappredenfions eantertung it. 
lugues and Wars i vſe Nocauſe the te uttiea 
2 Chat ch, ſome Ohrwdi aus periſhed ( 2s 

J\ 


che common Ylamity, atbar it was not 
fot che lake of vnworthy' dealings towards 
ve? came apon the World: look as wicked 


ance more, they Gur foppeſe this Judgement cometh on account of adde. 


of Aretha die txcent of the Grace of the Cevat, cl for Col in 
Mitre of the F of the ſicena ak, were alwayes aſſerted and 
plended for by the chf of the Fathers of New-England, when God did 
wonder fully own tl is People, ar d ſuff-red no Weapon that was for m- d 4. 
paint tr td proſper: kut all that cid attempt to devour them vſſæ ded, 
and evil cute upon them. wherefore'it wi't be in vain to Impute our Calami- 
ties, unto any of, the principles ( or practices according thereunto ) wtich 
have been mentioned. | 

2: Search the Scriptures, The wayes of God are everlaſting, wherefore 
be brings the ſgme I iagements. upon his People now ab in the dayes of 01d, 
in eaſe there "Beth: fine trag eſſl ois: rf then we would know why 
Brough, Na linge. &c. have b*en upon our Land, let us ſearch the Ser p- 
eures, 410 ſce for what ſins thoſe Ju ig: ments have befallen Gods 1frae! of 
eld. Wat it not b=ciuſe the gol C-enures of God were abuſed, to nouriſh 
p ide and ſenſuiity? and becauſe Temple-work was negleRed, and becauſe 
men were guilty of robbing God ? are the ſame ſins found among! uo then 
we May (ately cn clude, that choſe Judgements have come in ſpeci1} for thaſe 
fins : and let us lock into the Scripture, and there ſee what fins have in for 
mer ages brought the puniſhment of the Sword upon a profeſſi ng People! 
and it choſe very 18 are prevailiog among us, write upon it, that 1; 1s 
Tor them, that this Jug nent is come upon us. re Os | 

3. Heldin tothe price of God inthe Miniſtry of his word, mind what the 
*MeTergers of Cod ſpeakin bis name, for ſurely rhe Loyd Ni oy not hins, f., 
ht revel th ſiere 16 its Seryantrete Prophits, Amos. 3. 7. If 1 were 
72 9 0 


Inhabitants of New-Pogland . 3 
give Counſel to V. F. for my life, it ſhould be the ſame chat 7eh/aphat gave 
to the people of God in his time, when cir cumſtar.ced in reſpect of a Com- 
b nation of heathen Enemies, againſt them, as we are this day: 2 Chres, 
20 20. Believe in the Lord your God, fo ſhall you be eft ablifhed, believe bus Pre- 
bett ſo mal you proſper, What though in theſe dayes Miniſters are not in- 
fallb'e? yer they are in reſpeR of Office Watchwen and Ferri, and therefore 
you may expect that God will communicate Ligbt to you by them, yea they 
told you of theſe dayes before they cime. Do not fay that the Miniſters 
of God cinnor tell you why this Judgment is come, how then could they 
give you foirrhfull warning ther ebf long enough before it came? 1 pray 
you c ider this o e thing, What were the fins which the Meſſ:ngers of 
God decl. red would certainly b:i-g 4 day of T route upon this Land ? And 
Ua. d. che Lord confirmed the word of his Servants? then you may wichour 
danger conclude, it is for thoſe fins that the Lord is now conterding : And 
ti uly if we refule to hearken to the voice of God not only in the former Pre- 
let i, but alſo by thoſe who are ſtill ſprakirg in his rare, wty ould we 
mar vel that the Lord doth not incline his ear to our voice when we pray 
and humble our Sou's before him > God ci yeth to us by tis Meſſengers, 
and we u not hear; therefore it is that though we cry to God he will not 
hear, Iſai 65 12, with Zacks 7. 11, 12,13. . 

4. Contur now this Pn doment ir circumf anced, If we mind where it began 
and by what ſntruments, we may well think that God is greatly oſſen- 
ded wit! the Heat l eniſant of the Erg'iſh People, How many that altough 
they are Cbriftians in name, are no better then Heatkens in heart, and in 
Converſation? How many Families that live like profane Indians without 
any F.mily pr.y'y? Yeathere have been whole Planta: ions that have lived 
from year to year, wi:l out any public Invocation of the Name of God, and 
wi hout his Word, And in molt places Inſtituted Worſhip (whereby C&rj- 
fti ins ate di in guiſhed from Heathen) hath been too much neꝑle cted. Now 
there is no p'ac: under heaven where: he reglect of Divine Jaftiruticns will 
ſo hig"ly p:ovoke an incenſe the diſpleiſure of God as in New: Fg, 
becauſe (as af.er ſhall be ſaid ) Religion 53 owr Interiſt aud that which our 
Fathers Came into this Land for, 

3. Let thr be frcert Reformation of theſe trill; which bare prevebed the 
eyes of Gods Cliry, Deliverance will never come ig mercy, excep* we turn 
to fun th Cnicech us, It is true that this judgment max p- flidly be remo- 
ved, thaug there be not Repentance, bu: then another judgment wil come 
ere 10! g that u ill he ſeven times greater then this. Woſull experience may 
convi"ce us of che truth of chis, for the Providence of G: very obſer vd 
ble, in that the Ula liug that hath been without Inter u iſſion for thiſe v 

B Nei. 


.6 An Exhortation to the 
years, hath not been this laſt year as formerly, but behold another judgment 


ſcven times greater is come in the roome of it. Yea moreover, either Re- 
formation mult be, or elſe (as long as the 2 Gt. chapter of Levitices is 
Scripture) at the laſt Deſclation hall de, I will make you deſolate breau(e of 
Jour Sins, Micah 6. 13. | 

remember it is or ied concerning Tamerlaia the great, that when he laid 
Seige againſt his enemyes, the firſt day he would ſet out a white Flag, to 
ſigafte mercy in caſe they did ſubmit, and the next day a red Flag, to inti- 
mate they mult now look for the Sword, and the tlurd day a black Flag, to 
ſignify utter deſte uction and deſolutizn. Truly the Lord hath been di play- 
ing the white Flagg, for many years before us, but it hath been diſp:(cd, 
and now he cometh with his red Flag, if this doe us not good, we have cauſe 
to tear that the Black Flag will com: ere long, How _ can the Lord de- 
tory us t? there is not che molt contemptible Creature, but he can arm it 

"ſo as there (hill be no ſtanding b:foreic, I have read of à great City that 
was deſtroyed by Ants; and of another that was deltroyed by Rats, and of 
whole Coun:reys that have been depopulated by Frogs, yea by Fleas, 

14 Though the Indians are a Deſpicable Enemy, yet the Lord is able to cut us 

. down by a ſmall J ave, Bur though I thus ſpeak, I believe chat God 

Y- 1 will reform his people by cliis Julgment, by this ſhail che Iniquity of Jacob 
| be purged, and this ſh ill be all che ir uit to take away his fin, 

2s But what ſhall be done that ſo there may br ſuch a Reformation 41 God 
will accept of ? 

Anſ. 1. Thoſe Evills which have brew confeſſed J ſere the Lord , and 
Which are muniteſt let them be reformed, In that Order before mentioned 
| reſp: & ng a day of publick Humilation appointed by Authority there are mu- 
| ny Evills inſtanced in as matter of Cont:ilion and Humiliacion before the 
Lord, let thoſe ſins be repented of, and turned from. We ſhall here take 

notice of ſome of them , 

1. Manyfold abuſer of Peace and the Bl. agi of God in this good Land. Alas 
when we have ha i peace from enemies, we would not be at peice among our 
ſelves, And as the Calamity which is come upon us is General, ſo Cnten- 
tion is a ſin which all ſorts of men have been too guilty of: and now we fee 
the bitter fruit of it, whilſt the Sheep (yea che Shepherds too ſime of them) 
bave been contending one with another, God hath let looſe Wolves upon us 
all. And how have the Bleſlings of God been abuſed to ſerve Baa? The 

lenty, which our Peace hath been attended with, hath been abuſed unte 


W _— em 


| reat Senſuality, and many Profeſſors and Church-Members have been 
mefully guilty in that reſpet. How common hath it been with them 

te hannt T averns, and ſquander away precious hout s, nay daycs in _ f 
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houſes, which if but half that time had been ſpent in Meditation, Secret Pray- 
er and Self Examination, it had been happy for them, ind it may be for o- 
thers for their ſakes, When as our Fathers were Patterns of Sobriety,they 
would not drink a cup of wine nor ſtrong drink, more then ſhauld ſuffice 
nature, and conduce ta their health, me 1 of latter time could tranſact no bu- 
fineſs, nor hardly ing ige in any diſcour tes, but it muſt be over a pint ot wine 
or a pot of beer, yea ſo as that D-unkenneſs in the ſight of man is become 
a common Sin, but how much more that which is De unkenneſs in the ſight 
of Gol. And how have the Blciſi igs of God been abuſed to nouriſh pride? 
There hath been no ſinall Provociiioa before the Lord ia that thing, yea 28 
to Pride in veſpef? of Appard, People in this Lind have not carryed it, as 
it becometh choſe that are in a Wilderneſs, eſpecially when it is ſuch an 
humbling time as of late years hath been. And none more guilty then the 
poorer ſort of people, wl.o Mil needs go in their Silks and Bravery as if 
they were the- belt in the Land, Thovg' it be alſo too true that the rich and 
honourable have many of them grea:ly uff-nded by ſtrange Apparel, eſpeci- 
ally herein Bon, A proud Faſhion no ſooner comes into the Country, 
but rhe kawghty Dangh'ers of Zion in this place are taking it vp, and thereby 
the who!e land is at laſt infected. What ſhill we ſay when mea are ſeen in 
the Screets wich monſtrous and horrid Perriwigs, and Women with their 
Brvders and Falſe Lechs and ſuch lik: whoriſh Faſhions, whereby the anger 
of the Lord is kindled agiinit this finfull Land ! And now behold how dread» 
fully is God ſulflling tlie third chapter of Iſaiah, Aforrover the Lord ſath, 
(ir the Lord ſay it who dare flight what is ſaid) beca»ſe the Daughters of Zion 
are haut hey, therefore be will diſcover their "Nakzineſs, Hat not the Lord 
fulfilled this threatning, when the Indians have taken (0 many and ſtripped 
them naked as in the day that they were born, Andinſtead of a ſweet ſmell 
there ſhall be a Stink, ls not this verified when poor Creatures are carricd a- 
way Cap:ive into the Indians filchy and ſtinking i yea when ſo ma- 
ny Englty are faign to croud together, till it becomes loathſome and unſa- 
voury ? And burning inſtead of Branty, is it not ſo when poor creatures are 


expoſed to the __ heat of the ſun, and burnt and tauned thereby till 
i 


they become of an hue like unto theſe Indians? Thy H fall by the 
Sword, thy Mighty by the War. Hich not that word been fulfilled upon us 
when ſo many have fallen by the Sword, yea ſo many Captains in this War, 
and this is becauſe of che pride of the Daughters of Zion, Oh then let that 
ſin be reformed and repented of, 

2. Another ſin mentioned by the Council in that Order for a day of pub- 
lick Humiliation, before hinted a7, is, Ill entertainment of the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel of Peace, It cannot be denied * that the Miniſters of God _ 

- a" 
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bave for the rnd ity of them , had miſerable encouragement from men 
in the work Grid. Througn the undeſer ved mercy of God, and love of 
a dear People among whom | live, I am not at preſent under ſuch perſonal 
temptation to ſpeak in this matter as many better then my ſelt are, but 
therefore I may the more freely ſpeak in the behalf of my Bretdren whoſe 
ſorrows I grearly condole, How many ofthe Servants of Chriſt bave 
there been, that though they have preached the Goſpel, have not (as the 
dcr ipture ſaiah it ſhould br) lived on the Goſpel ? but when their whole time 
and ſtudyes ſhould have b:en taken up in attending Services for 
Chriſt and for his p-ople, they have been conltrainel (us the Levices 
in Nehemiah) even ro fr every one i bis Fitld, and the horſe of Goa bath bete 
forſaken. I doubt it will one day appear, that the coals which have been 
ftolen from Gods Altar, have burnt down mary of choſe Piantations which 
are now deſolsie, Worthy Mr Davimpert in a letter which he wrote ta me 
bearing Dare, 12th, of 4 mo, 1666, thus expceſſech bimfeif, / n- (Cath 
rl berm fut with that N H. is guilin of great unt har k Hin- ſi for the Goſ- 
pel, & fPrait-beartean i, & cle bent in. ſi toward the Miniſter i. Jour bl d 
Fa her in law Afr. Coton, wat ſinſible of it, as I com forwin his letters tei 
anſwry of mine to bim, his cencl fron after (ome ot wr expreſſions way, that the 
AM imiftry of the Geſpil ir the chrapeſt Commodity in this Lani: . ler 
th ſe things I er eruſe of Admiration that the Geſp | is yet continucd in M, F. & 
that car Can:leftichs are nit removed: but it is from Gods pitty to ſom ſuchiu 
Claren that the Sr are nt yet dried wp. Thus Mr. Davenport, 

And verily I cannot believe, that God would have taken aw.y ſo many of 
his Vlin iſtets our of New- England in ſo ſhort a time, if the People had car- 
ried towards God and them, as ought to have beer, T Heng the wrath of 
the L rd if Hi ir the Land carkned; le tha: holds the Stars in his tigt 
hand hath removed many of them. and great darkneſs hath followed. la 
about thirteen years ſpace th: re have been ( to my obſet vation) t o leſs then 
hve and thirty Sers that have fer in this Horizon, 1 mean five and thirty Mi 
raters (and ſome of them Stars of the firſt megni:ude) that have in { 
mort a time dyed in N- F: why did we not behold the ar ac 
ing when we ſfiw ihe Lord ealling home the Ambaſſudours of peace ! lam 
not without fea'$ leſt that moi au paſſage which bleſſed Mr, Shrp.crd bach 
(in his SCA B ie ver Pp. 250. ) b. pr ophe e : l. Ferily [ am raid au he) 
ſack 4 diſmal Night i, tew.aray, [i101 ſore fl ions of Famine, Wars. Ho,, 
Adortality, Death of Codt precious Serv ant s eſpecially, that the Lord will fil 
the beorts of all Churches, Fomilice, Chriſtiane that ſhall lint in thoſe 4%, 
with ſuch ren (ings, turn. bakings, anguihof Spirit as ſcarce any were, 1n 


. the wor ſd days of our F ore. Hutberg, and that this Gall centiunc, until the remnant 
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that eſcape, fhall ſay, bliſſed ir be that comtth inthe N ame of the Lord, Bleſſed 
be the fact and feet of that Atinifter that ſhall come wnto m1 in Chriſts Name, 
O then ler this ſin of ill entertainment of the Miniftry be repeated of and 
reformed. | 
. Another fin which hath been confeſſed is, that of Forwality in Religion. 
Theſeare periſlous times which we now live in, when men are gettirg their 
Bread with the peril of their lives, becauſe of che Sword of the Wilderneſs, 
when they can ſcarce look eur of doors, but they are in darger of beit g 
ſeized upon by raverirg Wolves, who lye in wait to ſhed blucd, when men 
5. not forth into the field, ror walk by the way fide, bit the Sword of the 
nemy, and fear is on every ſide: ſurely the times are pet illous; and that 
which brings ſuch times is, tte taking vp 4 form of goalineſs wit ort the power 
of it : and is it not {+1 with us, the firſt Grreraticns which was in this Land, 
had much of the power of Godlinefſs, but the preſent Generation hath the 
form, and as to the 4 of the Cintrat ion, but little of the power of Religion, 
Alas in our Churches, we have a form of Diſcipline, but lutle of the power 
of ir, ani how it is in Families, and in Cloſets God knows, vea and as to our 
pub.ick and moit ſolemn approzches before the Lord, bow (1 ght and formal 
are the moit of men? little or no preparation lor them, no brokennefs of 
heart in them, in w! ich reſp: we have no cauſe to wonder that ſad rtydirgs 
hath come to us ſo often on dayes of Falting and Prayer, Hiſtorians obſerve 
that Pop ſeized upon the Temple, when it was the Jews ſole mn Falticg- 
diy: and atier thit Sons took Jeruſalem upon a day of ſolemn Humiliation. 
the Jews were then exceedingly degenerated, having the form of the ſe duties, 
bu: little of the power cf them: l ach it not been ſo with us in a ſad degree?let + 
u — oo more content our ſelves, wich having a name to hive, and yet be 
Dead. 

4. Another Evil, which we have confeſſed before the Lord is, that of inor- 
dinue A Sie tothe werl!, Tdolatry brings the Sword, and Covetouſnefs 
is 1 ty. Lu Cond! hath been the Idol of mary in Nev- England : 
where is the if Planiers here that they might keep themſe'ves together 
were ſetioied with oe Acre for each perſon, as Ms propriery, and atter that 
with twerr'y Acres for « Faruly, how Itave Men firce coveed after the earth, 
that many hundreds, ray thouſands of Acres, have been engreſſed by one 
man, and they that protec is tt emfelves Chriftiars, base firfaken Churetes, 
and Ordinances, and e tor lama ard elbow-room erough in the Worid, Leg 
woald forſike the lard of Cars in, und the (urch, which was in Arman: 
Family, that de might hase better world'y accommodations in See., and 
we (-s what cet ir, God fired him on of 4!! „ IiShoufe ar d goods wire 
bur nt, and he forced tolcave his goccly Varivres, which his heart (thong! 
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otherwiſe a good man) was too much ſer upon, Is the intereſt of New- 
England indeed changed ſrom a Religious to a Worldly Intereſt ? that's a 
ffrange Cod, and if it be ſo, ne wonder that there is War is owr Gates ; do 
men prefer their Farms and Merchandize aboye the Goſpel ? here is the rea- 
ſon why Arm es are ſent forth againſt us, and our Cities are burnt up. In- 
ordinate love to this preſent evil world, hath been the Fountain of all chat mi- 
ſery, char we are bleeding under ac this day; Thoſe unhappy [ndian-trading- 
houſes, whereby the Heathen have been ſo wofully ſcandahzed, hach not co- 
vetouſneſs bl them and continued rem for ſo long a time ? and was it not 
from the ſame root of all evil, that the Indians have been furniſh:d with 
Arms, and Amunition ? would ever men havg ſold Guns, and Powder, and 
Shot, to ſuch Faithleſs and bloody creatures, if a Init of Coverouſneſs had 
not too far prevailed wich chem ? now then ſince theſe evils vhich have been 
mentioned ( not to in ſiſt upon other particulars ) have bin conſeſſed, let us 
be ſure to reform them, otherwiſe in our Conſe ſſions we have but dallied 
with the Almighcy, who will never ſuffer himſelf to be mocked by any of the 
Sons of men. 

And beſides theſe la quities which have been acknowledged, as hath been 
expr«[:d, there are other ce, in reſpect whereof Reformation is 
neceſſary, as ever we deſire to ſee good times and hagpy dayes in this Land, 
For alas it may be ſaid, that becauſe of Fc ings the Land mourneth , not only 
in that Swearing is become a common lin, which even Children in the 
ureets are guilcy of, but in other reſpects which few take notice of, It 
is well if the Freemans Oath be not violated by roo many, who arc act. d 
more by faction, then by Conſcience, Solemn Oaths upon trivial differegces 
are too frequent, The body of the preſent Generation is guilty of Sacre 
wental perjury in the ſight of Cod, by breaking their Bapspiſmal ve, and not 
obſerving all things whatſoever the Lord Jcſus hath commanded them. Allo 
wrath is come upon New-Enrlant, becauſc the Sabbath hath been profaned. 
Perſons under pretence of difference in Jaigement about the beginning of 
the Sabbath ( ſome being for the m_—_ and others for the morning) keep 
mo night at all boly unto the Lord. And it is to be feared that even ſince cis 
War began ſervile works have been attended upon the Lords day, more then 
any neceſſity hath called for, And if we look into Families, Churches, or 
Common-wealch, v ſhall ſee ſuch rebellious breaches of the f/th Cem 
ment, as may cauſe horror when we think of ir, That Spirit of Kora 
which bleſſed Mr. 1#:ſon, when dying did ſo ſadly bewaile,and teſtihe again!t, 
how hath it prevailed ? and men will not be convinced of this evil, except 
God open their eyes by range Plagues, which are yet behind, and it may be 


not far off, 
| : The 


Inhabitant: of New Englan se. 1 

The breach of the fifth Commmandment is one of che great and National 

ſins, which the Indians are guilry of : their Children have no regard nor- 
reverence towards their Fathers. If we learn the way of the Heathen, and 

become like them, God will paniſh us by them. And it is to me a ſad and 

ſolemn thought, chat this mſec gable War, hath been ra ſed ard fomented by 

proud and vain young men. The old Indians were very: unwilling to en- 


gige in a War with the Engliſh, but the young men, would do it, whether 
their Fathers would or no, and did at lait precip tate ſo into it, to the 
ruine of both Fathers and Children, I pray the Lord, that ungoverned 
young men in Families and Societies may not prove the ruice of New- En- 

land. I Fathers, if Abners will ſay, let the young men now ariſe and play 
ot us, it may be it will be bitter neſs in the latter end. | 

Morevecr,whae ſhall be ſaid concernirg that ſin of Oppreſſon, which is a 
general fin, and yet no man is guilty of it :  fince Day: labowrers and Me- 
chasch are ſo unreaſonable in their demands, and AMerchants ( ſome of 
them) ſo exceſſive in the prizes which they ſer upon their Goods, it is 
enough to bring the Oppre/ſing Sword, And what a ſhame is it that ever 
that odlous fin of Uſary be pleaded for, or practiſed in New- England, 
eſpecially by ſuch as ſhould give a better example? New for the Lords ſake 
let ſuch evils as theſe are be reformed, and no more heard of amorgſt us. 

And there is another eyil, which alchough it hath not been confeſſed ſo 
much as ſhould have been, yet it is a 4 arid although I 
touch d upon it befor e, yet I can hardly for bear inlat ging upon that particu- 
lar, I mean thoſe wofsl Contentions which have made ſuch a noiſe as is 
enough to provoke the Lord to turn us out of his houſe. This is a ſin 
which doth eſcape altogether unpuniſhed as to men, but therefore God will 
punith it, and the rather becauſe his own Children and Servants have been 
found faulty in reſpe& of a divided heart, Ne doubt but the Wars and 
Fightings which we have had one with another, have brought the Judge- 
ments of War upon us, from the Lord. O that God would help thoſe- 
whoſe hands have been chief in this treſpaſs, ſadly to conſider of it, leſt an- 
other evil greater then this overtake us in our ſecurity ere lorg, If we will 
de pecking at one another, it may be the God of Heaven will ſend a great 
Mie, ready to devour us all, 

2. In order to Reformation : Zet there be 4 die execution of wholſome 
Laws Which art founded »pin the Word of God, If there be any Laws + 
mongſt us which cannot be warranted ſrem the Word, charge tl em ard e- 
ſtabl-ſh other in their room ( I ſpeak of Laws which reſpect ihe puniſhment 
of tranſgreſſors bur if the Scriprure will juſtifie it is or that teſtimory 2 
gunſt Tranſgreſſors; either of fit it or ſecond Table, let that and only that 

be 
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be done which ſhall pleaſe God; 1 baye read, that it is a Rule in Poliricks, 
that a bad Extentioner of Law: is worſe thin a viel ator of them, Our det: 
is not ſo much in reſp:& of the want of good Laws, as in the non execu- 
tion of thoſe Laus t hat are good. It were better never to make Laws for 
the ſuppreſting of Evils that are provoking in the ſight of God, then not to 
ſce chem faithtully ext cu: ed when they are made. * 

3. Solemn Renewal of Covenant with God in }iſn1 Chrifh, it a great Scri- 


pure expedient in order to Reformation : we finde that the ſecond Generation, 


of them who came out of Egypt wl ilſt yer in the Wilderneſs havirg 
alſo a deut unlzeraking before them, being to engage with their 
H-:a:hen E 1emies, and in other reſpects their Nate and caſe to be parall:l! 
with ours, they did moit ſplemaly renew their Covenant with God, It ſccms 
to be of weighty conſiderition, that although the Lords people of old did 
ve ge renew their Covenant with. him, yet it was never done but a 
bleſſed effect followed thereupon, not fo mich as one Inſtarce to be given 
in all the Book of God, when his People did explitith.renew the Covenant 
but a wonJerful bl. ili g did enſue. There is the nature of a V in this 
matter · Now Divines are wont to obſerve, that. no inſtance can be mer- 
tioned ou: of the $cripture, u hen the Servants of God have vowed as well 
as prayed, bur God hath heard them, we read that when the Canazanites on g ot 
againſt 1ſrarl, and rack ſome of them Priſoners ( juſt as it is with vs ) m4 /ſ- 
ral vowed a row unte the Lori, an i the Lord bear ge to the woice of Iſr ail, 
an1 delivered np the Car tai, Numb, 21. 1. 2, 3. And in Herti tin e 
(to omit other Eximpl:s) he conſideri: g that there was wrath upon 7. 
r«/al:m, and thoſe that fell by the Sword, and whoſe Sons, and D.ughters, 
and Wives were in Captivity (all which things may be ſaid of us) /r war 
in bis heart to make a Corning with the Leri God of Iſrael, that his firrce 
wrath way turn away from t, 2 Crorv, 29.8.9, 10. If the Lord help chcle 
Churches to attend this thing with ſuc") ſeriou :« {3 and ſincerigy, as ought to 
b, vithout doubt we ſhall ſee good dayes in New Enzland. 

An1 that it miy be done the more «ff.Rualiy, it is much to be dete! 
tha: the Ci Authority would (though not impoſe yer) recommend «lis 
mater to the Chu ches, otherwiſe it will meet wich inſuperab'e vbſtr uctions 
in ſome places; alſo that not ſome only, but all the Churches eng ge here- 
in: tha: the ſpeci l evils prevailing in this or thit place, be particu'ariy 
be va e, and Refgmation or them 13terted, ar d (by the help of Chri) 
prom ſed. in th $ rem 4 Cement, Ver iy | Co bel exe, the neg ct of our du: 
ia this mitter hath reta ded our deliverance for fo long a time, why then 
fh 12! l we not mak: hate, 114 not drliy to Keep tte Lords Commard- 


men's? 
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| 4. Onething more 1 ſhall add, which if it be hearkned unto, to be fore 


E. fer it ian acceptable to the Lord will be, It is this, Cet every man frive 
to amin4 . And who — us but have cauſe to think of Refor ming ? 
There are none of us ſo good but we may be better, we may (ard ſhou id) 
grow in Grace and make progreſs in the work of Mortihication, And God 
dy the juegment which is upon us, doth evidently point at, and call upon all 
ſorts of men to the wor k of Reformation. As for our faithful! Megiſtrares 
(whom we have great cauſe to bleſs the Lord for) it ſhall be far ſrem me to 
go about to diſcover the Nakedneſs of Fathers, or to ſay that which may 


tend co weaken their Authority m ngſt the people, nevertheleſs I will be 
bold to Cay, that if the Lord help them by this aſtl. ct: on to be more ſorward 


in th: wor k of Reformation, more ⁊calous in looking af:er the execution of 
wh |:ſume, good and righteous Laws, more caretull to ſanctit God before 

the peop.e, that in open Courts they may nat lince God was angry with Mo- 
ſes upon tt: account} Giſcover unſeely Paſſions, and more car c ſull to re- 

ſtrain their c udien t ia: they may not (45 Jollas were, for wh. God at lait 

puruſhed hem Cb. 1.8 ) either in their at te (ot however) Oe evil exam- 

ples. and ther by binder the Refurmation of other's in that par ticular; we 

ſhel then have cauſe ro m:gnil'y the fai.hfulneſs of that God, who hath 

d ought ſuch an off wn upon us and far. Aityed it to us. 

A 14 as for us who are Mini ters in the houle of God(and ſome of us amongſt 

the deepeſt S ff ters in the preſent Calamity) are there not with us even 

wich us aiſu ſins againſt the Lord our God? Have all of us in every reſpect 

been enſamples to the F? Have we given our ſelves to Reading and Me- 

d::4tion, and have we b-en very much in prayer tor our ſelves and for the 

dear p*opl» of G1? Have we been wholly in theſe things, without concern- 

ing our ſ Ives in .f.irs not pr per for us coirgage in? when we have been 

uno th ly ref cted upon by theſe or thoſe, have we not been more ma- 
ved at it. then hich become us to de in our own caſe, conſiderin g that we 

ſh 14 (ho vue ſelves examples in Patience, and Lorg Suffering ? Have we 

ab ef from all appeara=c: of evil? Is there no one that hath brought 

rep 291 the Miniſtry ? Have none of us afſeR-d worldly Gall1nts y 

more then b cometh the Minilters of God to doe, who ſhould apy r Ve them 

ſelves Pat tern of Mortification to all the world about them ? Have we r us 

id our own houſes aright? As for ſome of us, have not people ſcen our 

Re'ations, our Wives, our Children fl inting of it, and gaudy a d Faſhior- 
able, whereby others have been ſcandaliz:d : let us then b humbied and 

Reform, yea let us never leave Faſting and Praying, until the promile of the 
Father come upon us, and the Lord Jeſus pour of his Spit it from on bg 
upon us, in that meature 2s is needtvll tyr men in tbat relation which we 
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ſtand in before the Lord & before his people. And as it is noted of the great 
Athanafins, that by his Prayers and tears, and ſweating labours in writing 
and Preaching, (like the bleeding of a chaſt vine) he cared much of the Le- 
proſie of that tainted age wherein he-lived, ſo let us endeavour to do the 
like. It may de, that God intends by the preſent fiery Diſpenſation , to pu- 
riſy the Sons of Levi, then ſhall the offerirgs of Jeruſalem be pleaſant unto 
the Lord, as in the dayes of old, and as in lor mer years, And let not people 
think to free themſelves by charging their Leader: with miſcarriages, 
Through the abundant Grace of Chriſt cowards his Servants there is no luch 
cauſe of complaint, as ſome hive male, wherher againſt Moſes, or agi 
Aaron, It was molt truly and ſolemnly affirmed by our tamous,and now 
bleſſed Mr. Norter, in his laſt Eleftion- Srrmon ſpeaking concer nieg the Mi- 
riitry in New-Enoland, I may (ſaid he) ſay thru much, and pardon my ſpice *, 
a more yeelaing Ainiſtry to the . of believe is not in the world, Yea they 
have many of them ſtood in the Gap, and have turned away the Wrath of 
God fron this people. This Judgment had come ſooner if they had not 
improved their intereſt in heaven te divert it, and if their counſels and ca- 
neſt EF xhort ations had been hearkned to, the preſent miſery had never been, 
And theretore let all the People of the Land turn unto the Lord, and hear 
this Rod and him that hath appointed it, ſo will he ſoon ſub due cur cremits ant 
| OE tors his hand (a Turnof Gods hand will ſave us) again}? owr Aivir(vyrr, 
AY LEES ani the baters of the Lord ſhall ſubmit themſelves, then God will reitore New- 
n Englund to its former ſtate, yes it ſhall bz better wich us then at our 
beginning. | 
4. Let is beware of adding new [int to the old ſcore, When the hoſt go- 
eth forth againſt theit enemies, keep thee from every evill ching, There 
were provocations enough before this Calamity eame upon us, from w! ic" 
we are tot cleanſed untill this day: But alas! How have we lengthned out 
our ſorrows by freſh bleeding guilt in the ſigt of God? A Judgment 
m come upon a peop'e tor one lin and be continued for another, it may 
gin on the account of former Iniquityes, and be contirued becauſe of later 
| er. nſgrefli as, It is poilible that thoſe evills which haye prove ked the 
h Lord to het his glittering Sword, and his hand to cake ul on Judgmert, 
may bt ſern and acknowledged, and yet he may goe on to ſmice us becauſe 
of tome evills which che eyes of his glory have beta provoked by, lince this 
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I will (by the help of Chri?) ſpeak faichfully as I ſhall anſwer it defore him F 

| that bath ſet me a #atch-man, another day, No man in the world could 0 
have perſwaded me, that ſuch a ſpirit would bave been diſcover ed amonglt 4 


| rrolcſſots in New- England, as hath lately been manife!t, What unquietneſs 
1 hath 
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hath there been under the hand of God, men being like a wild Bull in a net, 
full of the fury of the Lerd, of the rebuke of God ? what mur mur in gs have 
have there been againſt Afoſes and again Aaron, albet thouſands of the 
Children of Iſracl loſt their lives, becauſe they ſaid, you Me ang A 
h killed the Lords People, yea God was ſoargry for that fin, that he threat- 

ales ho many wich us have cauſe 
to charge themſelyes, & cry guilcy before the Lor d in this reſpeQ? I remem- 
ber it is Parexs his Obſer vation, that bertas the Cbilarem of [rail were guilty 
of murmuring tight times whilſt in the wiltern'ſs, the merciſnll God paſſed ut 
by diverſt times, mevertbileſs when thiir Myrmevrings were att en ed with 4 ma 
2 mutinons Spirit (as with us it hach bren) ſome ſignal Hagen er & 
ther did alwayes follow, And hath there no: been great /»gratirnde among't 


us? Have not men that have deſerved well, been recompenſed evil tor 


their good Services? Have they not been ſlander ouſly reporced ? Have 
not ſome evil ſpirics fomented filſe Reports ard others too ready to take 
them up? The Lord lay it not tothe Charge of New-England, More over 
ſin ce this ar begus, the /n4ian; hive been ſrandalized by che Er9g/ifs : It 
is well if ſome Engliſh have not the guilt of Indian bloud upon their ſouls, 
yea if ia their skirrs be not found the bloud of the ſouls of poor innocents. 
And what could have been don: more then hath been done by too many, to 
prejudice the /ndiavs againſt the Exglih intereſt, yea againit the intereit 
of Chrilt in this Land > what madneſs and rage hath there been againſt all 
Indians whatſoever Yea what willingneſs to deſtroy thoſe that (uke the 
Cibeonites of old) are Proſclzted to the Faith, and have put themſelves under 
tie Proteftion of the E ral in this land, though they never did us 
hurt, but they have jeopit ded their lives, and ſome of them loſt their lives 
in the high places of the Ficld ti a: ſo they might ſave ours. Judicious Au- 
thors conceive that the reaſon why the Lord did ſo plague his people Iſrael, 
when Faul had ſlain the Gibronites, was becauſe though Saul did it, yet the bo- 
24 the People approved of it aud rejoyced in that bloudy fat when it was 
one, As alſo that ſo the world might ſee how much the Lord is delighted in 
the Converſion of Hrathes, Surely then we have many of us cauſe to trem- 
be. © How ſadis it to conſider, that an Iain ſhould write a Letter to an 
Engliſh-man and thus expreſs himſclf, en any hurt is done, you ſay that 
We bave dome it though we n!ver did wronge to Ei and bope we never 
Hall. Tow have driven us from our hun(es ani lenir, but thut Which moſt of 
all troubles au, is, that vbertæ re h ga to know [eſw C heit, yes have driven ns 
ay from ſerving Cod. Trucly when 1 think of what things have hapned at 
Chelweford my heart doth ake and bleed within me, Be mercifull Lord 
unte thy prople Ira whom then baft redeemed, and lay not innecen; ln nts 
B 2 thy 
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People Iſrarls _ Furthermore, how bath the Indian work, I mean 
the work of Chriit among them (which indeed hach been one of the Gloryes 
of Nr England) been ilighred, ſcorned, vilified : Albei it is a ſuce pria- 
o ple upon Scriptur e, that God never ſends his Goſpel to be con- 
ſtancly diſpenſed to any people, except he hath ſome elect amongſt them, if 
the waters of rhe SanFxary come, though ic be into the 4 Sea, there is 
 ſomeFiſh to be bealed and made alive there: yet how many with us have 
condemned all Praying [n4ians, crying out, they are all nought, there is not 
one good ſt tem ? And what chough ſome of them may be Hypo- 
crires ? are no: fome Praying Engliſh as perfidious, as hypocritical, in heart 
N as profane as ſome Projing [ndian;? Shall we therefore condem 1 all ? 1s 
1 there ſuch a ſpirit in this Geueration, as that they are ready to deſtroy ? 
i (& hath ic been an hat d matter to keep cheir hands from ſhedding bloud ?) 
the righteous wien tie wicked? ceaſe then to wonder that D. ſolation is come 
upon Sanctuaryes, and that the Lord hath been cutting off irom us the r gh- 
teous and the wicked, The Lord Jeſus did intim ite to khe Jews that they 
14 ſhould ce many from the Ext & from the ui, fitting with Abra bam ani 1[1:c 
i & 7acob inthe King dime of C. l. when they Hu ſee them/ulver ſhut out, 80 
Baba PH | doe believe, that many Eagliſn men that look wich a diſdai, full eye 
14 %%% upan theſe poor Praying Indians, (hill ſee a number of them fitting down 
Th with Abraham, Iſaac and j · cob in the Kingdome of God, when | pray God 
may not fee themſelves ſhut our, And crucly, if it were only the pro- 
fane world, that had been guilty of chis Sin, ic may be | ſhould not have ſp 
- ken ſo much IU have, but Profe ſurs and Church-Members have many of 
them cauſe £5 lum : at betore the Lord tor this evill, Mow from the Lord 1 
1 Erber and deſeech you, whocver you be that have been guilty of mur mu- 
| — any reſpect, or of calling a ſtumblmg-Block before the Indians, go 
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ie ſecret places, conſeis your fin before him, pray that it may not be 
to you or to your families, or to the Land tor your ſakes, Ia the 
Love of Chriſt have | thus ſpoken to you. 
3. & emember the Errani that our Father: came into this Wiltern:ſ1 
14 ani purſae that Intereſt, In general, it was on the acc unt of Rchtien, that 
14 our Fathers followed the Lord into this Wilderneſs, Whillt ic was a Land 
which was not fown, There are other on:-gomgs of our Nati, belices 
theſe Colonics in New- England, but they were not built upon a Foundation 
or Intere!! purely Religions, as is to be affic med of theſe Plantations, It wes 
with reſpe& to ſome worldly accommodation, that other Plantations were 
| ec rected, but Religion and net the World was that which our Fathers came hi- 
ther for ? why did the Children of Iſrael of old goin: the wilderneſs ? was 
| ic not that they might ſerve God? for the very ſame reaſon did our Fathers 
11 come 


for; 
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come into this Wilderneſs, even that ſo they might worſhip Gd according 
to his Will, and that all chings which conc:rn the houſe of God might be 
according to the pattern ſhewed in the Mount Pure or hip and Ordinances 
wichout the m'xture of humane laventions, was that which che ficſt Fathers 
of this Colony deſigned in their coming hither, We are the Children of 
the good old V- Confor iti : and theretore are we under the deepeſt en- 
gagement, not only to reject [nventions Humane in the things of God, but 
to come up to the practice of /»ftitmtions Divine, As to our Eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution, the Congregational way, as tis diltinguiſhed from the rigid ex- 
creams of Prerbyterioniſme, and Browniſme, is that which we profeſs, And 
as to our Civil Polity, our Proteſlion bath been, that they char are Rulers 
ſhould be men that tear God, and that they that chooſe them ſhould be ſuc? 
alſo, and that Laws in the Common wealth ſhould be cegulaced by the Word 
of God, that ſu the Lord Jeſus may te ga there. 

It was worchily (pokzn by bleſf:d Mr. Afitchelin a Zefture Sermon, that 
there is much of che K ugdome of Chriſt in our Civil Conlticution: and it 
will be ſad for thoſe wh » thal put their hands to al er it. Such daſh chemſelves 
ag un t that itone, that whoſo ialls upon it ſh ill be broken to ſhivers, There- 
fore that Man of God ſolemaly proteſted, ſaying, e to that man, bt be old or 
goin? Church-member or non-member, Freeman or non-freeman, that ſhall yo 
about to 14ſt roy, er baſcly betray the liberties of this People; it were better for bim, 
that a Mill-ffoxe were banged abont his neck, and be thrown with it into the 
wilt o' the Sea, 

Moreover, ic was in a ſpecial manner wich reſpect to poſtericy, that our 
Fathers came into this Land, that ſo their Children might not ſee evil exam- 
p, and be 'n d.nger of being cor rupted thereby, as tis in other parts of 
the world, but that they might be left under the Goverment and Diſcipline 
of Chri t ia his Church, and be ſure co have the great advantage of a Reli- 
gious Education, And therefore that woful neg'et of the Ring Genera» 
tion wh hath bin among|t us, is a ſad ſign that we have in greit part for- 
gotten our Erran1 into this Wilderneſs : and then why ſhould we marvail 
that God taketh no pleaſure in our young men, but they are numbred tor 
the Sword, the preſent judgement lighting chiefly upon the Riſing Genera- 
tron, Yet more, our Fathers came hither to this end, that they mighe Pre- 

Aue the Goſp:!, and be inſtrumental to ſet up the Kingdeme of the Lord 
Jeſus among the Heben. And although ſome of the Lords Servants here 
have been teat forth ( not without gracious ſucc i (+ ) to labour in that work, 
E it is great pity, and I doubt one of th- great fins which the Engliſh have» 
en guilty of, that no more hath been done in order to the converſion of 
the Heathen ; how great then is theic lin, who do wholly deſpiſe and decry 
| C3 that 
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that work, and thoſe beginnings of the Kingdome of the Lord Jeſus, which 
is to be ſeen amongſt them, our Fathers were of another Spirit. There Is 2 
Letter Printed which was vr itten by my bonoured Father (, '« *a 71:49) 
in the Jer 1652, wherein he declareth what himſelf (being one of 
thoſe Elders who was ſent to Natick formerly, to enquire into that affair ) 
knew concerning the bleſſed ſucceſs which the Goſpel chen had amongſt the 
Indians: and he thus writes; 
There is ſo much of Gods Wwerk _ thens, as that. I cannot but chunt it 4 
great evil. yea a great injury to God and his goodneſs, for any to make light or n0- 
1 bing of it, to ſee and to bear In lian: opening their months and hing np ther 
hands and thrir yet in a ſolemn Prayer to A- Living God, calling on bi by his, 
Name Pebhevab, in the mediation of Peſus Ebriſt, to bear and ſee them, exhorting 
ene another from the Word of God, cenfeſſing the Name of Feſws Chriſt, and 
their own ſinſnlucſi; this is more then uſual, we ſaw them, and we beard thin 
＋ v the duties mentioned, with ſuch plenty of Tears trickling down the lech 
„ee of them, as did argue to us thut they ſpate with mach good Aﬀetiion an, 
Loy Fear of God, that it much aff:tled eur hearts. ; 
Nie chat wrote theſe lines hath been in Heaven now above ſeven years,.0'v , 
would he mournif he were here at this day, to behold the ſtrange degene- 
racy that is in the ſpirit of the preſent Generation, who will neither believe 
that there is any good work begun amongſt the Indians, nor yet delire and 
pray chat it mighr be ſo ? B-lieve it, if that holy deſigne of uſing means for 
the Converſion of the Ing ans be not duely proſecuted ; the Prayers of our 
bleſſed Fathers will riſe up in Judgement againſt us, yea the Patent it (cl! 
will be produced as a Wicneſs agank this Generation at the laſt day, if that 
work be neglected. For it is pretended (and thoſe Wortbies who were the 
Patentres would not have made ſuch a Profeſſionif they had nat been rea! in 
it) ia the P arent, that one ſpecial ground and end of this Plantation was, 
t at ſo the Heathen in theſe parts might be br ought to the knowledge of Je- 
ſas Chriſt : The words in the Patent, concet ning this matter are, £2 
That to win au incite the Natives of the Conntry, to the nom an i cor 
ditncc of the only tre God and Savieur of Mankind, and the Chriſitant fo 
i*the Adventurers free profeſſion is the principal end of this Plant atian. 
Yea more, the publick Seal of the Conntry will be a wicnels againſt thy 
aid ſucceeding Generations, it that deſign be not proſecuted: for we know 
the pub he e Seal of this Colony repreſents an Indias with theſe words Come 
4 help us (as is to be ſeen in the preceding Hiſtory, P15. Jalluding 10 that 
Viſion which appcared to the Apoſtle Paul, when there ſtood a man A 
cedboria, and prayed him, ſayingCome over inte Macedonia and kelp 1, where 


by the Ap files gulered, that thr Lord had called them te Preach the o. . 
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the Mactdonians : Sodid the Fathers of this Country conclade, that the 
Lord had called them to take an eſſectual courſe, that the Goſpel might be 
Preached co the Indians, and therefore it is not to be wondred at, that the 
Lord hath afflicted us by the Indians ſince the body of the preſent Generatiob 
bath no more of an heart to endeavour their Conver en and Salvation, The 
Hiſtories of our own Nation Declare, that whereas there were famous 
Chriſtian Churches amongſt the ancient Frittaiat, yet when in proceſs of 
time, they ſcandalized the Heathen Saxons, who lived amongſt them, 4 
n:ol:Bed to nſe means for their Converfien unto Chriſt, God wis dif- 
pleaſed with choſe Churches, ſo as to duſipate and drive them aut of their 
Land by thoſe very Heathen Nations, whoſe converſion they ſhou!d have 
but did not endeavonr, let us corfider of it in the fear of God, And if we 
mind ard ſetk the things of Cht iſt as we ought to do, though our Enemies 
were more and greater then they are, and we fewer then we are, neverthe- 
leſs we ſhall be vitorious over them: As it was with the det, whillt 
they made Religion their buſineſs, and kept in with God, they prevailed 
wonderfully againſt choſe that waged War upon them, 

At one time eleven of them put to flight three hundred of their Enemies. 
& at another time hive hundred ot them deſtroyed five & twenty hundred of 
their Adverſaries ; and this is but according to what the Lord hath promi- 
ſed co his People as long as they are faichſul unto that which is his and their 
intereſt. 

6. Give net wan to deſperate unbelieving thengbts: (ay not there is no hope, 
the cale is deſperate; At hrit we too much deſpiſed the chaſtning of the Lord, 
let us not now faint when we ate rebuked of him;we are apt to run into ex- 
trams, Are there not ſome that once thought this Calamity would be o- 
ver-palt in few dayes, who now are ready to lay it will never be? well, do 
not think that God will ucterly deſtroy NVew-E agland as yet. It was ſaid of 
the Children of Iſrael of old, when they were in as degenerate a condition 
as we are in, yea and far wor ſe, the Lord was graciout to them, and had com- 
n en them, and had reſp@ unto them, and would not deſtriy them, neither 
caſt them from bis preſence at yet, 2 King. 13. 23. what may come on this 
ful Land at laſt I know not, nevertheleſs I am verily perſwaded that utter 
deſtt uction will not come yet For Jeſus Chriſt hath by a wonderful 
hand of providence diſpoſſeſſed Sathan who reigned in theſe dark cot ners of 
the Earth, in apes that are paſt, and bath taken poſſc ſſion of this Land for 
binſelf, Now. ſhall we think that Chriſt will ſuffer the Devil to drive kim out 
of hs poſſ. ſſion again preſently? The Lord hath a grea: Inter eii in chis Land 
which he will not calily part with: There are many Churches of Chrit 
here. la this Colony of Aattacbuſers, that are ( or at leaſt were when is 
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War began) ſeven and forty Churches, and in P/imea:tbh Colony there are 
twelye or thirteen Churches: and in Connecticut Colony there are nine- 
teen Churches, beſides the three Churches in Long Il: ſo that there ate 
above four ſcore Churches in New- England. Surely the Lord will got 
bring utter ruine upon them all as yet: And there are ſome of the firſt Ge- 
ner ation ( alas that there are ſo few of them) as yet ſurviving, now we may 


hope that God will not utter ly conſume all things in their day cs. 
Av a man that lived in Leth:rs tim: was won: to ſay, that he did not fear 


the ruine of Germany ſo long as Lxthey was alive, So neither doe I fear 


the u:rer ruine of VE, ſo long as any of the firſt Generation who for 
theGoſpels ſake came iato this Wilderneſs, are alive, Moreover though the bo- 
dy of the ſecond Generation b : woful ly degenerate, nevertheleſs there are ſonic 
of them (and hrough Grace many) hit a e eminently faithfull to the Lord 
Jeſus and his intereſt, being of the ſam- Principles & Spirit, that their bl: ſſe4 
Future were of before them: we need not fear uiter ruine ia their dayes 
neicher, Certainly i God intend to bring ſpeedy deſtruction and deſolati- 
on upon this whole lan I, he wi | find ſome way or other to remove ſuch of 
his Ser van:s as ſtand in the Gip to turn away his wrath from this people, 
Beſi ſes all chis, the Ch |dren whic have been born in New-Englazt, are 
many of them the Poſterity of choſe who have had an eminent Inter eſt in 
Gd. yea the poſterity of thoſe ho have been great ſufferers for his name 
and Truch, Divines obſerve, thar whereas in the eight Beatirunde they hat 
are perſ-cured, are pronounced bleſſea twice over, it may intimate, that ſuch 
till be bleſſed not only in themſelves, but in chair Poſteriry, And if a due 
enquiry be mide iato that mitter, I doub: not bu: that it will appear, that a 
ſpeci « bl: ing hath attended the Children of thoſe who have been Af > ty; 
of Jeſus: now the Children of V En'lex4are many of them the poſte— 
ricy of ſuch as hive been eminent Cent, and ſo in a digtee Martyrs: If 
it ſhould b: ſui i to a gracious Prince, behold bere are Chuldren, whoſe Fa- 
thers loft their Houſes and Eſtates, and ventured their lives for your (ke 
would he not ſh-w peculiar favour unto them? Truly we may plead it as an 
Argument with the bl-{ſcd God, and (iy before him, Lord as tor the Chil- 
dren who have been born in Ne Rand. their Fathers many of them ven- 
tured their” lives into a wilderrieſs for thy ſake, they left theic Fathers Hou- 
Jes an poſſoſſi ons in this world, out of reſpeR to thy Kingdome, and there- 
fore have thou compaſſion on them, God will have compeſſion , for bir 
Covenant ſake : And indeed the mercy which the Lord hath ſhewed in the 
midſt of wrath, ſi-ce the Sword bas deen drawn amongſt us, a-gueth that 
he hath no mind to deſtroy us: what a fivour of God was i that che 


A-my was not cut off at the Fore fight ? and that they periſhed not wich cold 
when 
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eng! abroad day and night in the Snow, in the depth of Winter, 


and tttat God preſerved them from mortal Contagious Diſeaſes, albeit a 


* Sorfdier fell ſick of the Small Pox as he was going to the * yet none 
ue too the InfeRion of that D.ſeaſe,” And whereas that ter ri 


e Niſeaſe, 
was in an Ordinary here in the midſt of Bofon, at the ſame time, yet only 
one therein was ſick and dyed, and then the Lord was intreated to ſtay his 
hand, theſe are ſigns that God hath yet 2 faveur for us, It is alſo a wonder 
of mercy that the Indians have done no more miſchief, how eaſily might 


| _—_ ſwallowed up Plimenth r ago, and moſt of the Towns 
t 


in the other Colonies, had not our 


d reltrained them? Moreover, the 


* 


pr ovidence of God is to be admired, in that no more lives have betn cut off, 


In ſome of thoſe Towns which are deſolated, not many lives have periſhed, 
I cannot learn char at the writing hereof, there are many above fix hundred 
among the Eng'iſh who have been (lain by the Enemy ſince this #/ar began, 
whereas we might have expeRted that above ſo many thouſand ſhould have 
loſt their lives, though the * had not 1 long as it hach. The 
Lord then ſhe veth, that his deſign, in beinging this Calamity on us, is not 
to deſtroy us, but to humble us, and reform us, and to do us in the 
latter end, Wherefore although l am not without ſad apprehenſions, that 
D.ſl1ion will come upon the body of the preſent Generation in New-En- 
lead, if not by this, then by ſome other Judgement ere long ( if Repen- 
rance prevent it not) nevertheleſs 4 Remnant Ball eſcape: That Scripcure 
is like to be verified in Ner- England, even that Zerb. 3. 12,13. 1 will alſo 
ure in ti it of te us afflifted and poor people: ani they AAA truſt in the 
IN ame of the Lord, The vomnant of Iſrael hall wot de iniquity nor ſpeak her, 
wither all a decrit ſul tongue be founl in their month, for thy ball feed, and he 
dena, ani nn hill mike thre afraid, And as for the Enemy which is riſcn 
up agi t us, tear them not, the Lord our God will bring them down, who 
can do it. though we know not how to do it. It may bethe Lord , them 
net wholly and at once, but gradually, 4% bis People lend forget his mercy 
towards them, P/a/.59, 11. yea I do beheve, that if the Lord had rot had a 
righ:cous detigne utter ly to deſtt oy thoſe of the Heathen N ations who have 
retuſed and horribly contemned the Goſpel, they had not been permitted to 
Co what they have done, that \5 they might bring ſwift deſtt uctian upon 
themſelves, God may _ us Low, but he will not make a full end of us; 
as he will w:th our Adverfaries, who are impl cably ſet againſt his name and 
intereſt witneſs that Scripture, Jer. 46 28 Fear ile wer O my ſervant F xcob, 
ant be at aiſmiyed O Iſratl, for brbold I will ſave thee from afar of, and thy 
feed, for I am With ther, ani I will mat à full cad of all the Nations Wi- 
ther I bats driven ther, but I will nat make a full end of thee, but cerreũt thee 
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i meaſure, yet will I not leave thee Wholly wnpuniſbed, And that Scripture, 
Pſal.79.6,7. Pour ont thy wrath upon the Heathen that have not » thee, and 
pon the K ingdomes that bave mot called upon thy N ame, for they have devoured 
acob, and laid waſte his dwelling place, yea and that Scripture, 1/ai. 41. 12. 
Thiy that War againſt thee ſhall be ar nothing, and as 4 thing of nought, Let 
us not then be faithleſs bur believing. There hath been much Prayer made 
before the Lord on our behalf, and now we hear that the Churches in E- 
rope joyn wich us in earneſt cryes to Heaven, certainly choſe Prayers and 
tears will come pouring down at laſt in ſtreams of blood, and fire, and ven- 
geance upon the Heathen: the vengeance of the Lord, che vengeance of 
his Temple is not far off, The Lord hath a controverſie with the Heathen, 
and therefore he hath ſuffered them ( in a degree ) to pull down his Temple, 
that ſo they might pull down vengeance upon themſelves for ever, God hath 
wayes to bring them down that we cannot think of: be can ſoon mingle a 
perverſe Spirit amongſt them, and cauſe them to deſtrey one another, he 
that did ſometimes ſer the Egyprians ag ainft the E _ can ſet the /ndians 
ag init the /«dians, & who knoweth but that the Lord may do «7 in the day of 
Midian And it may be God will ſend the deſtroying Angel amongſt them, 
It is noted in the Memorials of New-England ( p.23,27. ) that a lictle before 
the Exg/iſh came hither, the /ndian; were greatly waſted by Wars one wich 
another, alſo the Plague was amongſt them, and after that the ſmall Pox, ſo 
as that the twentieth perſon was ſcarce left alive when the Engliſh arrived 
here, and they ſaw multirudes of skulls ij ing above ground, whereby they 
perceived that the living of them were not able co bury the dead. God is 
the ſame ſlill, and will do for us as as he did for our Fathers, only he waits t. 
be gracious, he waits to ſee When we ſhall be fit for ſuch mercy. It was ſaid 
to the Church in Thyatirs, he that overcometh ſhall have power over the Nati- 
ent, and ar the wiſſels of 4 Potter ſhall they be broken te ſhivers, Rev. 2. 26. If 
the Lord [cſus help us to overcome the ſpecial corruptions and temptations 
whereby we have been carried away from God, thoſe Nations who have 
rifen up againſt us, ſhall be broken into ſhi vers like a Potters Veſlc], which 
a the World can never make whole again, I have been eredibly informed, 
that 2 little before the deginnirg of this #'ar, an [ation Squaw at Neſt, 
being wi h Child, the Child was heard crying three weeks betore it was born 
into the World, whether diſmal things to come upon them, might not be in- 
timated by that Prodigy, I know not, And of late the Lord hath appeared 
more for us, and more againſt our Adverſaries, then at the beginning of 
this War, ſo as that there ſeemech to be a beginning of revenges upon che 
Enemy. | 
7. When God bath perfefied any deliverance, lit ma endeavor to be "ne doe 
ter 
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better then ever heretofore. If the Lord ſpeak pe ice unto us, let us no more re- 
turn unto folly, Let us fin no more leſt a worſe thing come unto us, It 
is an awfull word which E ſpake, when the Lords people of old were de- 
liver ed from their beathen enemies, bi we again break thy Commandments , 
wouldſt not then be angry with u till the hadft conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould 
be no remnant ny tſcaping * So if people in New-England ſhould again for- 
ſake God and his Ordinances out of reſpe to the world, what may we think 
would be the eſſect thereof at laſt? If the Lord reſtore peace unto this 
Land, and withall give us co poſſeſs the Lands of our enemies, itis to be 
feared that people will be apt to do as formerly, even to ſeek great things 
for themſelves, with the neglect of the Kingdome of God, or wi.h only a fe- 
condary reſpeR thereto, That great Light of New- England, then whom 
no man was more inſtrumental in laying the foundation both of our civil and 
eccleſiaſtical conſticution, bleſſed Mr, Corron,did in his time obſerve and teſl i- 
ſy againſt ſuc\) a ſpicit of worldlineſs and Apoſtacy, even in thoſe dayes pre- 
vailing in this Country; wherefore in his Sermon on the third Vial, pag. «/t 
he thus exp eſſeth himſelf, ** Sie down no where wichour good viilters, 
if ic be poſſible, and ſure poilidle ic is, elſe Chriſtians may reſolve to rarry 
« where they are, as Ezra tarried by the river Ahava, in the 8:6. of Ezra 15. 
** till he had got ſome Levites to I with them, that they might go and make 
n comfortable work of it that they might not leave the ordinances behind 
them, and yet there were ſome there before, whither they went, It is 
true ſome may go and make a beginning, but yer never make a b-ginning 
« hut where you may com e ind partake of the waters of Ohds houſe every 
Lords day, and let them that cannot fo travel, let them continue where 
they are, and drink of the waters of eternal life, rather then run ſuch ha- 
«zirds, You have ſeen when ſome have made a beginning without Mi- 
* niſters, — have ſtaid three or four years before they have got any help, 
sand when they have got them, they have had much adoe to ſettle, they 
* have b:en ſuddenly unſctled, though they have not gone raſh'y about it, 
* but with good advice: but for want of this, their not taking theſe Rivers 
« 21d Fountains with them, they have been at a loſs, and ther fore in ſuch 
© acaſe let it be the wiſdome of lincere hearted Chriſtians, that come from 
old England for liberty and purity of che Ordinarces, not to leave them 
* no v for freſh Meadows and Fountains, and for want of planting-ground 
© and the like, it will not b: ſuicable ro thoſe ends for which you lett your 
© naive Country, Thus Mr, Corron, Let there then be no more plantati- 
ons et ected in New England, where people pr oſe ſſi g Chriſtianity ſhall live 
hike Indians, wit haut any folemn invocation on the name of God. and aſtoge- 
ther wichout inſlituted Worſhip, Wha: a (ad thing is it to conſider, that 
D 3 chere 
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they are 


a holy 
ſe the dearderr upon us, is that ſo this diſeaſe might be cured, 
ahis kad ific be not fo, Vea and when the Lord fha'} have ac- 
2 to due ſome firgular cbt g tend g to 


8 as a ſincete teſtime ny of our gratitude ow at Cs him 
his owearm faved us, I have read concer ring the States of 
when they were mitaculouſly delivered from the Spaniards 
in thackfuliceſs, they ereted a Collage at Leyden, & 
and many famous lights have there been 
hath had cauſe to bleſs God, Peder, Janine, 
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gr, Hein ge did fomerime belong to that Univerſicy. Ard what can 

"git as, which will have a greater cendency to the Glory of 
nd add of che Souls of men then to take eff. tua} care about that 


e Aradawvical Learning, (and wich it Religion) may not fail in 
eding + Wie find in Scripture, that whillt the fir ft Genera- 
1 childr of Lracl, who came out of pr lived, relipion was up- 
the Heads of -rhe fecond Generation continued, But 
Eleaxtr (che leaders of that Generation) ſlept with their 
Od ome, and miſery ſoon over whelmed the rifing Gereration. 
dawaken us to do our utmoſt to prevent the Ike in New England, 
will be no preventing of it, # due care be not tuen, that there my 
and: able juſtr umerus by whom the truth and ReVgiv may be 
. maigrajned and pr ted. The Centmriators and other Hilldhans have 
| he doi and primitive Chriſtians were greatly ſolſicitous in 
And; pales our Fathers of che fir ft Generation in New. En- 
been therefore did they erect a Colledge at Cambridge, which in 
bgnallyowned and-bleſſed by the Lord; and what a dark 
Land bed-New-England been before this day, had it not been for 
f God upon that Society? moſt of the churches beirg ſupply- 
Teachers who have there been educated. Should Academica Lear- 
| Lin chis and, ic would be one of the ſaddeſt: Omen that could be. 
I gaps, and Bar bariſme would overſpread the face of ſucceeding Genera- 
eps, duoc ſhall then cover the earth, and groſs darkneſs the people, 
ut wont to reflect upon Proteft ants, as it they were nor duly care- 

lin erecting and encouraging Seminarice of Learning and Religion, The 
moſt learned Yortins, was able to reply, that whereas there ate no leſs then 
v, there are but two Univerſicyes therin,when- 
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en Provinces in, reformed Belgian, there are 
no 


2 


93.4 


r 


rey IA . — — — 


ade A ee, of New-England, w 1 24 
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8 80 Dre happineſs to Nu. and we! 
{hall bave wherewich to Adverſaryes, if after this i more encou- 
ragement be given reſpeRing 'tLe-Colledge and other Schools of Learning, 
and if evex God (hall giue us the lands at our en es, I canro: think how 
they can be diſppſcd ot bettet, ot more to Gods Glory, ard pubkes advan 
tage, then in ſuch a way and towards ſuch an end, as bath been exprefled 
Aad what a wonderful provideoce will it be, if Barbrian; ſhould occalion 
the promotion of ge Literature. ? 

8. In the laſt place ler we aſſume the boldneſs to ſprak to any in ether p of thi 
world, into whaſe hands this may come, Let not thoſæ that bear us ill-w il Gyin 
their hearts Aba ſa would. we bave it. Will not theLord remember thechth 
dren.of Edom, who in the day of Jeruſalems Calamity ſaid it, raſe ir to tbe 
foundation thereof f Plal, 137.7, And ſay unto the Ammonites hear the word 
of the Lord God, thus ſaxh the Lord God, becauſe thou faidit 4 againſt 
my$an wary when it was profancd, and agaioſt the land of Iſracl when it 
was delolate, be ancly yi bouſe of Judah when they went into Captiui- 
Ys behold cherefore I will (treich forth my hand upon thee, and will cauſe 
thee to periſh, Ezck, 25.3.7, Neither let the world be offended ar theſe 
things that have hapned co New Exgland, as though neither we not our 
Fathers were built upon right Foundations of Truth, becauſe of this mifery . 
which our fins (and back ings which are many) bave brought upon us. 
t is famouſly known, ee e ancient and orthodox Chriſtians, the 4 
biren(is and Wal deni, no leſs then ten hundred choufand were ſluin by 
bat barous and blondy Enzmies, even Heatheniſh [dolatrous Papiſts, & ben 
the Biſhop of Telſſe endeavoured thet upon to per ſwade them that they had 
not 4 rightequs cauſe befoce them, they replyed, it is written in the Bock of 
Rt vel tion, concerning the Beaſt, thac ante bim was given Power to make War 
qainſt the Saints, and i opereome, them, and therefore; notwithſtanding the 
ſucceſs vhich you have had you may be the Beaſt, and we may be the Saint 
of Car iſt. Nor is it any (ign that thele poor New- Engliſh Churches do not pro 
ſeſs the Truth and way of Chriſt becauſe ſuch a Judgment hath overtaken as; 
therefore let no one make that uſe of it; but rather be awakened to take war» 
ning — ri part for. T rowbles, for if this be done to /mumenxels Land, 
what may ot ds expect ere long ? Are not the things that have bap» 
ned to Ner- Iglu a Sign chat the wine · cup of divine ſury ſhall be given 
to all the Nations ? and they ſhall drink, and be moved, and be mad, be- 
cauſe of the ſwor d which the Lord will ſend amongſt them, In which re- 
ſpe& I pitty and marvel at the folly of choſe who are removing out of the 
Country, leſt they ſhould meet wich trouble. To what end is it tor you? It 

is 
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is aSit a man did flee from a Lion, and a Bear met him, or went into th: 
houſe and leaned his hand on the wall, and a Serpent bit him. Shall not the 
day of che Lord be darkneſs & not light? even very dark, & no brightneſs in it 
The time is come that Judgement maſt begin at the Houſe of God, and if it 


 ficſt begin at us, what ſhall the end be of them that obey net the Goſpel of 


God? verily | am perſwaded, that the Calamity which is come upon Wer- 
England, is a ſolemn warning from Heaven, that diſmal things are haſtenirg 
upon the Engl:/s N ation, and not only ſo, but indeed upon the whole World, 
that it will not be long before that Scripture be fulfilled, Zeph. 3.8. where the 
Lord ſpeaketh, ſaying. My determination is to gather the N ations, that ] may 
aſſemble the K ing 4omes to pour upon them mine [ndignation, even all my firrce 
anger, for all the Earth Gall be devoured with the fire of my jealoufir, Howe- 
ver, certain it is, that the moſt terrible changes are coming upon the Earth 
that ever were known ſince the world began, There are indeed glorious 
times not far off, g/oriows things are ſpoken of thre, O thou Citty of God, 
After the deſtruction of Rome the Converſion of the Jews, and the fulneſs 
of che Gentiles ſhall come in ( which things I k10w and am perſwadlcd by 
the Lord Jeſus, that they are nearer chenſ ome im igine for ) prace and pro- 
ſpeciry ſhall run down like a River, and like a mighty Stream, the whole 
World throughout, che N ations ſball learn Var no mwe, bu: a lictle before 
chat, there ſhall be diſtreſs of Nations wich great perrplexity, mens hearts 
failing chem for fear, and for looking after thoſe things. The powers of 
Heaven (ha'l b: (hiken, the Sun ſhill be tur ned into darkneſs, the Moon in- 


to blood, and the Stars of Heaven fhill looſe their ſhining, Alas who ſhall 


lire when God doth theſe things? There ball be ſuch « time of trouble 4 ne- 
wer was fince there war Nies even to that (ame time, Din. 1 2. f. 

And as forthoſe who in this or that place do in ſincerity call upon the name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, their Lord and ours, be intreated to remember Ne w- 
"England, in ali your ſolemn addreſſes before the Throne of Grace, pitty and 
pray for us, who knoweth but the Lord may be gracious to the remnant of 
Peſeph through the help of your Prayers, yea, we know that God hath begun 
to anſwer your Prayers for us already: And therefore you who as yet have 
eſcaved thęa or d. g away, ſtand not ſtill, remember the Lord afar off, and 
Jet Prreſalem come into your minds, yea let Ver. England come into your 
minds, who ſp-eadech forth hos MATS and ſhall there be none to comfort 
der, at chs time when the Lord hath affl Red her in the day of his fierce an- 
gr? pow N w Fnglanicryeth unto you (as ſometimes ſorrowful Job ut 
to his Friends ) have pitty on me, O ye my Friends, have pitty upon me, for the 
band of the Lord hath touched me, 
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FROM THE 


SCRIPTURE. 


AGAINST 


IDOLATRY & SUPERSTITION, 


In Two Sermons; 
Upon the Example of that Great Reformer Hezekjab; 


2 Kings. 18. 4. 


The firſt, Witneſſing in generall againſt all the Idols and 
Inventions of men in the Worſh p of God, 


The ſecond , more particularly againſt the Ceremonies , and 
ſome other Corruptions of the Church of England. 


eee the one September 27. the ther Sepremb. 36, 1660 


— 


W 
„ By Mr. SAMUEL MATHER, Teacher to a 
P k Church of Chriſt in Dublin in Ireland, 


rt Sam. 5. $,4 
And when they of a e aroſe carij on « morrow, bibold, Datos wat 


fallen ape bu fact to the carth before the Ark of the Lord :. and 
they K Dagens and ſet him wp in buy place ais. 


And whin they yoſt early on the morrem morning, behold, D Dagon Was 
fallen pen bis fate to the ground before the Ark of the Lord, and 


the brad * of Degen, and both the palms of hi hands wert cut off > 
nn the threſhold, ontly the ſlump of Dagon Was left unte bim. 
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82 Fudicious and Learned ( in both Englands) 


pon the peruſal of the following Sermons , have 
profeſſed that the Author bath therein done like him- 
ſelf, and (according io the wiſdoms given unto him 
of God ) comprehended in a little room, the Subſtance of 
what is to be ſaid, in Defence of that Cauſe, which in this 
laſt Age hath been ſo abundantly confirmed , both by Wards 
and Snfſerings of many of the Lords faithfull Servants. 1 
have known ſome in that City where theſe Sermons were 
Preached , who although by reaſon of their adherence t0 
Hierarchical Principles, they eſteemed the Author as one 
of their greatefs Oppoſites, yet would ſay of bim, That 
or 4 Scriptural, Logical, Metbodical Preacher, they never 
knew ha equall. | 
It hath been the Fate (may we uſe that word) attending 
the Poſthumous Works of many Learned men, that they have 
come forth with a Cxtera deſiderantur, & « to be ſeen 
in ſundry of our great Rainold his Pralections de libr. 
Apocr. (vet to mention others) And ſo it i here: Neuer- 
theleſs, this Copy us perſect ſo far 4s it geeth, having been, 
not onely peruſed by the Author 2 „ but 4 greas part 
of it written with bis own hand, (who ſaw cauſe io enlarge 
the Second Sermon eſpecially, after it was Preached ) 
from whom I received it ſome yeares azo, we being 
then both of us in the ſame Land; but we were con- 
A 3} ſtrained 
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To the Reader. 
ſtrained tu part, t he could canſe aff bu Meditations 
and ColleRilns 2 Srbj ect 10 regen rt That 
deſect notwithſtanding , it hah been conceived, abet if what 


; # here preſented, ſhould be in this way brought into publick 


light, it would conduce very much towards the eſtabliſhment 
of many in the preſent Truth, both in the Land where * 
theſe Sermons mere Preached, and among us allo, who are 
Exiles for the ſame Canſe, ſhould any number of Copies (as 
after Printed, *tis hoped there may) happen to be diſperſed 
—_ ws : they are therefore Tranſmitied for the 
Preſs. 

The moſt fprciots Reaſon , which onr frres ſcem: 10 
have for th: — — 10 — In- 
differency of them. Were that ſo, yet conſidering that the 
Impoſition of them is arrended with Scandal to many Pro- 
teſtants, who embrace theſe Superſtitions with reiniting 
Conſciences, yea with Scandal 1% Papiſts, who are thereby 
hardened in their Tdblatries ; fince as one well ſaith, 
The Ceremonies ate Monuments of Popery , the Tro- 
phics of Antichriſt , and the Reliques of Rowe: Who- 
riſn Bravery, they therefore oun/n to be called Ne huſhtan. 
1 wiſh that ſome who are much daten with ib Socini- 
anizing, and at laſt Papizing, and moſt corrupt Twterpre« 
ter — 3 ( — eee Shes by * 

Prelatical men admire Dr. Hammond , who in 
his Notes oz #he Nevy Teſtament , hath fhewed 4 poſ- 
fible favour to Antichriſt, which things I am the rather 
willing to mention, not #6 detrat? any thing from the worth 
er deſerved praiſe of thoſe Authors, in reſpict of their great 
Learning, but that Students may br Cautioned apainft 
ſuc bing in poiſon — their Writings ; I ſay, I wiſh fuch) 
would remember Grotius bis rote on the Text which is in 
the following Diſcourſes larecly and elaborately diſciſſed, 
Egregium (inquit) documentum Regibus, ut 8 

ne 


To the Reader. 
—.— ſed non — ubi de 22 +a male 
| & conſpectu tollant, ne ponant oſtendiculum 
reis. But beftaer rb Argument (which ye is n eafily 
anſwered) the enfuing Diſcourſes , That #0 l- 
low Popiſir, er ey Nom inftirmed Ceremonies, à Reli- 
ſtare and uſe in the Worſhip of God, is abſotmely ſin- 
; «s being « dire violation of ibe Second Command- 
went 1124 
1 confeſs there are other large and elaborate TratFates on 
the Subjects here treated on, which as yet remain unanſwered, 
ſuch 4s Mr. Parker of the Croſs, Dr. Ames his Freih 
Suit again Ceremonies, Mr. Gelaſpy's Diſpute againſt 
Engl Popiſh Ceremonies. Indeed ſome have glanced 
at leſs materiall Paſſages in the Books mentioned, but never 
any (that I could hear of ) did ftrike at their whole Frame, 
or- undertake ( woes) 10 anſwer thim, or any one of 
them. Nevertheleſs , the Publication of the Sermons here- 
with emitted, hath not been thought unneceſſary, becauſe they 
are in 4 Method ſuited to vulg ar Capacities, and contain in 
few Pages the ſtrength and ſubfSance of what others have 
voluminouſly expreſſed. Nor can thoſe other Trattates be 
eaſily obtained, or digeſted by the ordinary ſort of Readers, 
as theſe may. And who knoweth , but the Lord may bieſi 
what i here made publick , for the Exlightening and Eſta» 
bliſbing of the Riſing Generation, that they alſo having 
their Mindes well informed, and girt «bout with Truth, may 
be able to ſuffer, rather then comply with Prelatick Super- 
ſtitions, (er with Eraſtianiſm) for non-conformity where- 
to, our bleſſed Fathers fuffered many things, and not in vain ? 
1 will likewiſe confeſs, that the remembrance of the awful Saying 
of that Ancient, had ſome impreſſiam upon my ſpirit , in- 
ducing to this Publication, Non ſolum ille proditor verita- 
tis eſt qui palam mendacium pro veritate loquitur, 
ſed etiam ille qui non liberè pronuntiat veritatem. 


Now 


To the Reader, 
Now the ſame Spirit that, breathed mightily in the 
Preacher, when ( vivi voce) deliv what is here Pub: 


i liſhed, go along with his Trath, that the Lords. Name may 
j be glorified, and his People edified thereby.  Whith in the 
| Prayer of bim, who hath ſtill an earneſt deſire to be found wat 
| oxely amongſt Witneſſes, but (if the will of Cod be ſo com 


cerning him ) among ſt Sufferers , an that account of Teſti» 
fying againſt the Superſtitions and Corruptions of the 
| Times, | eu | 1 8 \ 
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al 
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Page 18. line 10. reade Arthflamins, Primiflamias. pag. 24. 1-19. f. Petey, 

p. 33: |. 11, T. have not. p. 37. 1.24. t. Feathers, p.52. J. 20. f. bold. 
| That iſta defiderantor, p. 31. 1.24. ſbould bave been printed i the Margin, 
baving reſpełĩ to the O ectlots, &. there mentioned, wich arc not in this Edition, 


| TESTIMONY. 
From Scripture againſt Idolatry, & Superſtition, 


The Firſt Sermon witneſſing in General againſt all the Idol, and 
laventions of men in the Worſhip of G. 


1 Kings 18. 4, 5, 6,7. 


Ver.4. He remored the bigh placen ar d brake the images, & ent down 
the Grova, and brake in pieces the brazen Serpent that Moſes had 
made ; for unto thoſe dayes rhe Children of Iſrael did burn Iacenſe to 
% and be called it Nehwſhtan. 

Ver. 3. He truſlcd in tie Lord God of Tratl, ſe that after bim 
» 4s, none like bim among ft all the Kings of lusab, ner any. that 
were before lim. | 101/13 905 
Ver. 6, For be clave to the Lord, and departed not from fam 
A; . but kezt bis Commandments, whith the Lord damm, 

oles, * 
Ver. 2. And the Lord was with him, ana be proſpered tit ber 
erer be went forth, 


His Chapter Contains the Beginning of the Hiſtory of 
Ac cliab, that great Reforming rice. The parts of 
the Chopter are theſe three; ( 1) \There be fome Gene- 
nn circumftances of bis Reign, the time when, and how 
long, his Parentage &c. ver. 1,2. '( 2 ) His emirent picty in matters of 
Rehpion, ver. 3 t07. (3 ) His great grofperny in the Poſitic a, or Civil 
offairs ol bis Rinędc me, t er. 7. to the end. 
His Picty is {ct forth two wayes, () Fya general Teſtimeny of 
him, ver. 3. Ne did that that was right in the ſight of the Lord,accorgitig 
to all-that his Father David cid: ( 3 ) Ly a Note patisular coun.crati.nh 
B ard 


T. inn) from Seripeure 


and induction of particulars in the words read unto you, in thefe five 


-iogs; (u) higdeftrayi 


latty, ver,. 4.( 2 ). his Irulting in God, 
22 Fr $7 Slip 0 re 
v er. 644% 
ADE c ee im fn all Wan 
which five pacticulars, we ma accordingly obſcrve five points of 
Doctrine. . 89 1 — — — 

1. From the deſtrvGidd ob Molktry,\berl. 4; Obferve. That it is a 
thing very right and pleaſing in tb ſight of God, when the ſin of Idolatry 
ani ali tie manumꝭad of it, al tbe. remembrances, and remainders of it 
are quite deffr Fr rooted up from among his people. For thus He 
Haß did, and is fardin the third ver, he did that which was right in 
the dicht of the Ford, % 214 ot nb 19 02633229 

2. Whereas it is noted of him, that he truſted in the Lord God of 
Iſracl, ver. 5. Obſerve Tron? hence. Iba nothing will carry a man 
threagh iu the werk f Reformation, but truſting, and relying upon God by 
Faith For ſo.did this good King: A man may begin, reforme a little, 
and doe ſomething in the work of God OG did, for his own ends, but 
he never went through with it, becauſe he truſted not in the Lord 
God of1irach but ia his own carnal policy; therefore he left the calves 
at Dau and Bethel, removing ſome Idols, but leaving others: bat to 
goe through with the work, requires a Spirit plainly Heroical, a Spi- 
rit of Faith, and firm relyance,and dependance ypon God. There be ſo 
many, and tw the eye of carnal teaſon, ſuch inſuperable diffieulties and 
impediments in the work of Reformation, Thac a man ſhall never be 
able to ſurmount and get above them without an Almighty” aſſiſtance 
frem the Lord: c iabh could not but fee what reproach and danger 
he did incurr, and expoſe hi nſelf unts by it; The rlameurs of the peo- 
ple for their old Religion, the Religion of their Fathers, the Scandal it 

would give to many : Rabſhakeh tells him he bad deſtroyed the wor- 
ſp of God, and calls him in effect an. Heretick, anda Schifmariek. 
ver. 26. If you ſay we truſt in the Lord our God, 1: nat that be nba 
High places, and whoſe Altars Hezekiah batb taken away ? and he up- 
braids him alſo with truſting upon that bruiſed reed, even upon Egypt. 
ver. t. Here were ſad reproaches, and diſcouragements from meg, but 
bis hope was in the Lord, he truſted in the Lord God of Ifrae]. 

3. From his preheminence in Piety above all his Predeceſſors and 
Succe ſlors; Obſerve. That a refarming_ Spirit in Adagiſirates, as it is 
ve excelent, ſo it i; very rare. ver.s, Alter him there was none 
lite him amoogf ali the Kings of Judab,norany that were bel ore bim. 


a - 
* 


againſt Walatry and Shaper flitton. 
By which 1 we are to vͤdder ed, char there were tur very 
few, for there 70 A two, ſor he is parallel d with N25 ver. 3. 
29 555 ſame ex SY is 99 2 uſed 1 2 Kin. 23. 


9 56 8 Veen it e r2c r 


the! 2 78 1 little Hyperbol rele, or thete was bur 
ry mos ny all | he Kings oo ode tdereſore 18 
ire Nd , but F oo jews, ai N 15 For it is, 

* r 0 e, it 
. ite e e in Proy. 2 i N 7 107 


to * retern again, that is, ſe w not o 
forme: ere Ne; Fi Mary x e 0 whoa yo 47 
vils, but where Wi C Fee U 
rnd 2 Ir Fade no . l te 2 ol. 
Ph 2.30, There was Titus W in ler 
Spirit, but alas how few ! boy N 


It is true, there were ſ inthe 
like thele Tho Fete the fi 125 8 the refs 5 
was d reforming King, but there js one Na upon 
petſecuted the Prophet Z/anaxi, for reproving bm; e 0 
ſed ſome of the people at the ſame time, whereby bis Sun * 
under ſuch a Cloud that ſome have queſti Salary ugg 
ly man; 2 Chron. Id. re. Tcboſapbat kid Reforme 

ed. into a ſſaſull League With that great Idolater 1 Dots 01 
though t] the Prophet Iebu' reproyed! him Tor it, a Chren. 1 5-4. and — 
we do not finde that he was fo.exceeding vile as to perſecute the Pro- 
phet for it yet be fell into the e zin wi dy Absziab, for which 
God defievycd his Navy, an brake ho Fleet o of Slips that ſhould have 

ta Tar ſbi 1 ſo, 2 Chron, 20, ti It, BA UVziiigh like likewiſe was true to, 
* e the beginoiog ol his R 8 but aſterwardꝭ, his ptoſ - 
puft him up, and he invad Pricfts Office o his n de- 
ſtructlan, 2 Cr. 36.4, TC. And if you ook 1 ita our ofics af Eng · 
land, he few ſhall you finde Ir, Was prolvrk ph of them, that they 
ſhould give hot? A nayun x2. Eur! ix both their: ſerce of Arms 5 
and their Power of Laws to the Beaſt, to ſerve the Popes lutereſt- 
Rev. 1 7. 1. And accordingly. they have fully accomphithed it till the: 
tune of Menry the cigth, who began the Reſormation. 

4. Here is Hezgkiab his cleaving to the Lord, god to hk Word, 
ver. 6. For he clave to the Lord, and departed not from aſter him but 
kept his Commandments, which the Lord commanded Ateſ t. Renee 

B 2 the 
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A Teſlimany from Scripture 
the fourth Doctrine is this. Toa the Rule of Reformatson in Religion, 
is tte will and Word of God; He thu will refarm aright, muſt reduce, 
aud bciag all things ba to thit Rule: when lohn was ro meaſure the 
Temple, and to retorm the Church, there was a Reed given varo bim 
likea Rod, Re. 1. ahi Rey art.ts, The agg leriſalem is meaſured” 
with,a goldea.Reed, It is ſpolizn, Wich, Mſg to Exthiels Viſion,” 
Chap. 40. ber. 3. which AND Reed, cid beo other but the Mord 
of Cod. Heace we call the SilÞtures Conroncal, becauſe they are the 
Rule of all Religion, It is not the wills and ly pf mea, but what the 
Lord hath Com inded us by Mofel, and jhe gpacts, and, by Chrily 
9d vis Apotties, Ay eee 
The faſt particular is, The proſpeting preſence of God with this re- 
forming Magiſtrate, 9er. 7. And the Lord was with him, and he proſ- 
peted whitherloever he weat forth, Hence obſerve, 3. That 4 through 


Reformation of Religion acewding to th: Word of G14, tothe rooting up 


of A Idolatry, is the way to obtain the proſpering preſence of God aith us is 
whatſoever, we tale in band. Let Her- Hiah rurn himſelf which way he 
will, the Lord went with him. It is promiſed, ſal. 1.3. Ke that delights, 
in the Lam of the Lord, whatſoever be doth ſrall proſper, and the fame 

thing is noted eodcerning other reforming Kings, as King Vzziah, 
2 Chroa. 26. 5. As long 41 be ſoug bt the Lord, God made him to proſpey, 
and br did treat things. Mea are apt te think it will cauſe trouble, di- 
fturb-all things, and bring Heaven and Earth together, but it is indeed 
the way co profper; ts | 

Thus you fee the principal Truths, and points of Docttine, that are 
contained in the words, I all reſume and ptoſecute a little more fully 
the &r{ of them, vis. 

Obſerv. That it 1s A thing very ple ug in the ſight of God,” when 
the ſin of Idolarry,and al the monument/, al .be ren. embrantes & remain. 
dirs of in ave guite'deſtroyed, an i reoted out from among it bis people. For 
Hextkgab here made through work of it, he removed the High places, 
and brake the Images, and cut down the Groves, ard, brake in pieces 
the brazen Serpent, he ſpared nothing that had the Devils tzmp upon 
it; If he had ſpared any thing, it would have been the brazen Ser. 
pent, for the honour of the firſt Founder, tor it was Mo ts that mage 
it, and that by Gods appointment; but yet being now abuſed to Idolatey 
he brake it in pieces, and calls it & · buſbtan, which is a name of Con- 
tempt; as indeed when men ate ſpeaking of Idolacry, tbere ought to be 
a Riog of holy dig nation in the very expteſing of it. In Nm. 1.9. 
leis called £472 UT, nebaſh neboſner, but here only IVY Ne- 

buſit an 


a; am Ht Idotatry and Super}! inn 
hu lit an. There it ws denominated both from the Fu ur 4nd w2tter but 
here from the matter only. There it was called a Serpent of braſs, but 
now be calls it a meer piece of braſs, the ft amp of Inſtitution being ta- 
ken off, and the thing having been horribly abuſed to [dotatry, or as 
ſome have not unſitly readered it, that baſe piece of braſs. For the pro- 
ſecution of this Doctrine, four things are neceſſary to be ſpoken to; 
(1) whatis meant by Idol itryꝰ (2) what by the monuments of it? 
| $ 5 How it may appear that the Lord will have them to be rooted up. 
4 


The reaſons of this Severiry of God againft this Sin? 
t. What is meant by Idotarry? 
© Anſw, Idolairy in general it th: wor fi ping of Images or Idoly. Now 


there be two ſorts of Images, and therefore to ſorts of Idolatry. Firſt, - 
againſt the OWjet of wor ſhip,in the firſt Commandment. Secondly, aveinſt 


me aus of worſhip in the Second, The Idolatry forbidden in the firſt 


Commandment is, when the wor ſuip is term inated upon a falſe Ohieb, and 


not upon the True God that made Heaven and Earth. But the Idelatry 


forbidden inthe fecond Commandment is, when the wor ſhip is directed 
to the True God, but by falſe wayes and means, which he had never | 


pvinted, and which never came into his heart; we commonly call it 
diſtinction ſake 


ip, Col.2. ut. Acts 7:41. and «4&8 17.16,22. 


The Idolatry againſt which the Prophets are fo frequently,and almoſt: 


continually thundring forth the wrath of Oed throughout the Old Te- 
ſtament, and which is fo much condemned allo inthe New, and which 
the People were chic fly» guilty of, It is for the moſt part this latter. 
Por when they mode the Calf, Fx94 32.'They ſaid, Theſe he thyGods, O 
I-act, » b:-b brought thee up out of the Land of Egypt. ver 4 and they pro- 
claimed a Holy day, not to the Calf, but to chov ab, rey; . Ot whom the 
Calf was but an Image, in which they Tec kd at l. hab, avnear unto 
them & 2s going with the m, & before them. ver. 1 Their intention there- 
tote was to worſhip the True God, but in a way of then own. And in hke 
manner Micah's m»ther,ſhe dedicated the Silver to c v ro make a pra- 
yen Image, ludg es 17.3. & Aicab conchudes, ver. laſt, that now Ich vab 
would do him good. Yea, lerob;am himſelf, when he ſet up his Catves 
at Dan ard Bethel, he proclaims, bebold thy Gods O lhratl, n bich brousts 
ther up out of the Land of Exzypt, King 12. 28, which is a deſcription ot 
the True God, fo that it was not ferbo mr intention to introduce a- 
nothcr Obj-Q of worſhip, but only another manner of worſhip, b 


B z yet 


Superſtition, which is as much as to ſay, Cultus ſupra” 
ftatutam, 4 worlhi p beſide, and beyond the Rule. The Scriprure calls it 
Idolatry, or the worſhipping ef Idok, and Superſtition, and will-wor-+ 


6 A Teittmeny ſi am <cripture ; * 
Jet ſeeing he worſhipped Gad in a falſe way, The Saipture, charge. 
him for wor ſhipping the Deril, 2 Chron. 13.15, Heordained Prietts fo 
the Devils, which ke had madi. Yea, I finde that our Dixines © Galws; 
egit. li. , Ca. 1. Stel . Aa. noldi de Idol. Reman.Eecleſ, lib, 2.Ca. 4. 
* Cartwricht 2 Reply fag. 145, 186, 187. do obſetve,againſt the 
P2piſts, that the very Heathens, and Pagans were not ſo ſotyſh, a3 
to terminate their worſhip upon a dead piece of Wood, ard Stone; 
though perhaps ſome of the blindeſt of them gught lock ng ſugher, yet 
the more knowing ones amongſt them did look upon, their 10% as the 
Images and repreſentations of ſome higher Deity, from whence they 
called them fimulackra Deorum, the repreſentations of the-Gods. For 
they knew that God was a Spirit, as in that Verſe of, Cate. Si Deus eſt 
animus, fit pur A mente colendus: and that Heaven is his dyelling place: 
Hence they ſaid, Ad 14.11. The Gods are come down unto us in the, 

Aubin le likeneſs of men. And when reproved for their Idolatty, (a) Auftine ſaith, 
art #:3, the common people themſelves were wont to Anſwer, *ſe non viſibile 
« i ud colere, ſed numen, quodillic ju ee bgbitabit, that they did nog 
worſhip the viſible Image, but thatwhich dwelt inviſibly in it. But yet 
were Idolaters in the light of God, and are charged with this guile 
every where throughout the Scripture. F or they did herein grolsly break, 
the ſecond o man men. For the further gpening whereof, becaaſc it will 
givelight unto all that ſolloweth to be ſpoken; the ſecond Command 
ment with the Scripturcs appertcining thereto, (being that ſpiritual Ac. 
mory out of which whoſoever will fight againſt Superſtiſtion muſt fetch 
their Weapons: ) you may obſei ve brictly theſe four things concern- 
ing it. 
1 That it is nat meant of Image: for Civil uſe, l ut for worſhip; thou 
ſpalt not bow down to them, ror. ſerve them, For the Civil uſe of Images 
is lawful for the repreſentation and remembrance of a perſon abſcat, for 
konour and Civil worſhip to any worthy perſon, as alio for ornament, bu 
the ſcope of the Command is againſt Images in State and uſe religious. 

2. Neither yet is it meant of all Images fot teligious uſe, but only 
Images of their own deviing, for God doth not forbid bis own luſt ituti- 
ons, but only our invcations, and therefore one ſauh both wittily and 
wiſely, Non Imago, nen ſimulachrum probibetur, ſed non facies tibi. The 
Emphaſi: lies here, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf 5 For there were Ima- 

ges by Gods Appointmenvin the Church of the Jews, for the making 

whercot the Lord fitted Be alte! and e boliab with his Spirit, and with 

$1] io all manner of workmanſhip, xd ; 1. 3,4, 5- and it is the Ci ur- 
ke on platat againſt the Enemy, P-l.24. ut now they brakes down 
the 


gun Idolatyy and Superſtition 


the Carved work thereef, at auc with Axes and Hammer!; now it is a 
duty to worſhip God by the gravea Imeges, which he hiniſelf hath ap- 
| Pointed, which under the Law was the Tabernacle, and Temple, with 
the reſt of the worſhip thereto belonging, the Ark, Altar, Cherubims, 
Sacrifices, Fealts, Paſsover, Ge, And in theſe Goſpel times Baptiſm, 
dc the Lords Supper are external Forms or Images, but they are o Gods 
appointing; but, ſuch as God hath not appointed are forbid len in this 
Commandment. Fot it is not enough, to worſhip the True God, but 
we muſt worſhip him in the right way, and ſee lim in the right order, as 
1 Chrog, 4 5. 13. For the negle ct whereof, he made that Breach upon 
Uttiah. It is not enough to elchew falſe Objects of worſhip, but we 
muſt alſo take heed ot falſe means of worihip. Hence the people are 
blamed for Sacrificing in the High places, though to ibe Lord them God 
 Oxtly. 2 Chrap. 33. 17. *in 
3. Although none but the groſſeſt kinde of Idolatry, viz. graven 
Images ate exprefily mentioned, yet, under this one Inſlance is c umpre- 
headed all other ſis of the ſame binde, all ot ber Invention: of men are inclu- 
ded and comprebended under this. For it ka general rule obſerved by all 
| Judicious Ex peſitors upon the Ten Commandments, that they muſt be 
encd by, .\ynecdocbes and, Mrtonymae:; Synecdoche to comptehend 
all ſins of the like kinde, and all the Degrees thereof; and Mctonymirs 
to comptehend all the Cauſes and megas, ang occaſions thereof, And 
Chcilt himſelf teacherh us ſo to laterpret them. As in the ſixth Com- 
Thou ſbalt not kill, this forbids all raſh anger, even paſſio» 
nate words, and thoughts. Mat. x. 2 1,2 2. and in the Seventh Command- 
meut, though Adultery only is named, yet by the like Synecdoche all 
other kinds, and Degrees of uacleanneſs ate inciuded, and intended un- 
der that, even filthy thoughts. Mad. . 28. Therefore, ſo are all Ha- 
mane laveations under graven Images. For there is the ſame reaſon of 


Carved, painted, molten lamanges, yea, the moſt refined ſpiritual Deviſes . 


and layentions of men. Fog we arc often charged seither to add nor di- 
miniſh from Godsappointments whatſoever thing I Command you, obſer vo 
and do u, thou ſhalt neither aud ther. to nor dimeiniſh from it. Deut. 12. 


laſt. And in many other places. The Lord gave it ſtrictiy in Charge | 


to. Moſes, EX d. 2. laſt. Lock to it that thou mike bem aſter their Pat- 
tern i hieb was ſhewed thee in the Mount, And accordingly it is obſerv- 
ed, and ao lals then eiobicen Times repeated in the 39..and 40 Chapters 
of Ex M, that every thing was. dne 41 the Lord Commanded Mes. 
Henze the Negative Arpum:nt is ſo ſteꝗ iat in the Scriptures, 4 
I Commandednat, ard which is ver catiaapie my begrs, aud was required 


dine tings os your i Abe 


„ 


A Tefl.mony from Sci ipture 

4. Heace that diſtinction of b Belarmine, which ſome of our Form +- 

S H. de liſti have borrowed from him, between Corruptire & perfe five additions 
CE tothe worſhip of Ged is a c oſt Corrupt ard blind diftinCticn. For all 
Additions ate Corruptive, being ſo directly contrary ro'this Command, 
If thou lift #) ty. tcol upon the Altar, thru baſt polluted it, Exod. 20.23. 
To ſeliſh, is to pollute, What ever ſolemn worſhip men perform to God 
eithe r it ariſeth trom the very nature of God in the firſt Commandment: 
or elſe there is a ſtamp of ſiſtitution upon it, and then it is an Ordinance 
of God, required in the Aftirinative part of the ſecond Commandment; 
or elle it is ar Humane Invention, ard ſo ſorb dden in the Negative part 
thereof. 
Queſt. 2. %% t is ment bythe Aſcm ments of Idelatry ? 

A. Sueb thing; as bei. g die ent in their onn Nati e, have been 
abuſed, and poliutcd with Idoiatiy, This is evident from the Irftance of 
the Braz.n Serpent in the Text, of which you may obletve a threefold 
ſtate. 1. Religicus, 2. Indifferent. 3. Sinful. 

1. Religiou,and neceſſary. For the firſt Original of it was not Hu- 
mane, bu: Divine, It was once a Ty pe of Chrift, and ſpiritual Healing 
through him, as Cbriſt himſelf expounds it, Joh.3.24,15. and there- 
fore it was then a ſpiritual and a bleſſed Ordinance of God. But this 
neceſſary, ard commanded uſe of the Serpent, was (as Mt. Cartwright 

ui cut. ©blervs ) (c but for the time, wherein it war a means to heal choſe that 

ren old pere bitten. This ufc therefore Ceaſed, and the Stamp of Inflitartion was 

2% taken off, when the fiery Serpents Ceaſed, when they came out of the 
Wilderncfs, 

2. After this, it was retained, and (ur up as it ſeemeth upon the walls of 
th: Tim,le, as a Monument of that miraculous mercy and bealinę, 
which they Las formerly rice ved by it in che Wilderneſs. and this uſe of 
it was not lnſtitated, hut only ind ferent, and it ſeems to be of the ſame 

Dr. *nature with the laying up of Guiz.bs Sword at Nob behind the Fpbod : 

Fulle 1 Sam 21.9. ard With the Ahar of Witneſs, loſh. 22. Of which 

againſt our Divines obletv e, that though it was not every way commendable, 

Sekn- yet it was in ſome ſort excuſable, as being not intended, nor ſet up ſor 

Gers of - worſhip, tut for another end, only as a publick Record and Teſtimony, 
Images, for which it wes uſual to erect heapes of Stones in thoſe ancient Times, 
fag. and ti er ſote the ugh it was Religicus i» @ Sit Commen, ot mixtly 
Amcs as all thi gs are, which are done to an holy enc; yet it was net religious 
Freſh in Scnſe g ecial, or in State, as thoſe things ate which have ordet, obliga- 
* wy 322327. Ciiv. mi 22. Pa ker of the Cr ſs part 1. pas 723. 
| tion, 


c 
1 


; gan Idolatry and Supe! 1212.5 
tion and a kind of lmmobility in Gods Service; The lice may oc aid 
eonce: ning the brafen Serpent. And in this uſe it tad continued amongſt 
them, as lome haverons vo leſs ther! ſexe ntrundeed years, fo-py. 
Brif0s agairft the leid, Whith-Exatnple f fafH he te be" world hure 
you ily ta mart}; 'Frim bener we comtlhde, thay the fnied and 
carved Images of Chrtft bimſelf may net V2" atiored, d Wey be, they 
may be. removed, rhouyb they were deliver ed cen by rhe Ap ofties, as 785 
way #5 defiled menument, 


were wot. For when the people wenr a ſtep furtherro 
brifed Serpent, then Nr, throws it a 
n was wo longer indifferent, but ſiuſul, and this was the third ſtate of it. 
Now this ex plication cuts off thoſe ObjeCtions, If all rhe monuments 
of 1dolatry muſt be deftroyed, then ſo muſt Baptiſm, and the Lords Stp- 
A fay ſome} beczufe they hive betn — by the Papiſts. Anw. 
t fofloweth wor, for the braſen Serpent was not an Ordinance at 
ume, when Fexelieb brake it in pictes, it was only in indifferent 
thing abuſed. But'the Sacraments are fianding Oreinitnter, and the 
Ortlinences of Chriſt cantot be looked upon as monvrhents of Idolatry, 
for they are not indi things abuſed, but duties Commaaded and 
appointed by the Lord jeſus. Therefore the abuſe of them myſt be te- 
formed and tectiſied, bur the right uſe retained nud continued. As EN 
the Veſſels of the Temple had been polluted aid abuſed in Babylon, 
where they became Belſhas t quaſfing bowls, they were not therefore 
laid aſide bythe people of God in thei return out of Babylon, but te- 


= 


re- 
ſtoted arid brought back to their former right uſe in the Temple: $8 
when it is Odjected, that then publick meerivg places for worſhip mu 
be pulled down, and the uſe of Cops and Vellels in the Sacrament laid 
aſide, becauſe the Papiſts have abuſed them. 1 Anſwer hill as before, 
that theſe things are not monuments of Idolatty, for thovgh they de not 
Ordinances, yet they are neceſſary apparteniance; to them, För when 
God appomts any Ordinance, the Inffituticy thereoſ implies and Car- 
ries With it an Implicite Murrant for the uſe of all ſueh things as are ne- 
ceſſary to the celebraticn of it. As hen Chriſt appoiaty ust6 dritls 
wine in the Lords Supper, he Yoth theret y warrant the aſe of Cups and 
Veſſels to hold the wine; The" very nature of the thing implies it. So 
the Lord commands publick Aﬀernibfics, ard therefore public k meeting 
places, we hoſd them (e) comma _ in. general, though not for their 
ö — Forms, faitt Dr. Ames in unf e to this ObjeQti, 

v6, But it is fafy'to d fing ſn between ſich neceſfury things, and 
Ming; 
zation, nor ſtom the nat tre of the things tbemſclves. To ates: it, by 
3 nr 201 | TY _— . 
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Are: 


* 1 . Gelb File 
iodiffrrent; whereof there n no hect (ſity neither ſiem Gods In ſti- yur x pre 


178 


A Teltpnony from Scriptuve - * 

by two plais Laſtances. Thoſe love feaſts in the Chugs 

© » indiflgcent things, hence when abpſgd, they, ware. out. of the 
Churgh. Bui the Sua is of neceſſaty uſe, 14 we. necd not go 

abovt to it out of tha Fiwement, but may freeſy make vie of it, 

though it hath been abuſed and w orſnipped by Idolaters, 

.. But bow may it be proped, that the meruments of Idelatry muſt 

be deſtroyed and rootediug f N 192%; 24 a —_— 

dnſw. The proofsfor — figly referrgd to theſe four heads. j. Com- 

omiſes to „ 3. Reptooſ for 


mauds to warrant it. 2. Pr 
ee 7 has half whole wrath, naw fly io thei 
1. Command. Ye degle with 1 | roy thes 
Aller, break dywa their lmager, aud cat days ther Corti, and burn 
thelr grapen Images with fixg, Deut 5. and again ver. 25. the graren 
Dag their gods ſhall ye burn with pre, thou ſbalt cot deſire 1 {dver 
or gold that. is on them, nor take it witothee, liſt thaube enſnared thercis, 
For ii is an abomination tothe Lord thy G. So likewiſe, Ii, 30, 22. 
ve ſh al de ple alſo the covering of ib grauen Image: of ſilver, the very co- 
verings, thoſe coſtly garments which ldolaters were wont to put upon 
their Janis, and it ornament of their molten Image: of gd, thou ſhalt caſt 
them away 45 a mentiruous Club, thay ſhalt ſay ante it, get bee 1 
1 Thee. be gracious promiſes aſſo anne xad to theſe „lor 
further encouragement, Numb. 33. 52, 53. ye ſhal deſtray ad there 5. 
Jara, and deſtroy all their Images, and quite plu: kh down all their Mig 
places, ſo as to leave av memorial, no remembrance at all of the C4: 
naanitſh i ri mark what follows in the next words, and 36 


of Corinth were 


* 


* — 
* 


| f1un:knul (halt aiſ; offeſs the Inhabit ant of the Land, and dwelt therein. It is obſerv- 

| <e-lic-"1 ed by ſemelatetpreters, I that the words are indeed, & i ibe true ſenſe 

A them a; Connex Axiome, ſo un, Cui mandate [ubjic itur ſue 

Promuſſio. Vea, there u a promiſe of taking away their 18s, when the 

Lord thall.cake away their Idols. Iſai. 27. 9. By thi, therefore ſhall the 

y of Jecob be purged, and this is all the fruit, to take ama his ſin; 

when be makgth all the S tones of the eAltar as chalk Ston:: that are beat- 

<n in in. aur, the.groves and Images ſpall nos ſtand up 

3. The e be many threatnings d, Reproofs for this ſin, both in the old 

Teſtament, and the Nen. Vea, the Lord bimſelſ threatens to take the 

work into bis Own han. l, aud to do it himſel . if, none elle would, Z:2.1 4. 

I will cat of the Remnam of Ula from this ce, and the very name: of 
Chem srimi, thoſe bla / k Prieſts. It is obſcrved, as the blemiſh of ſu id 

, reforming Kyngs, that.the High places were not geragyed And hubs 

praud Idolatets, I/as. 65.4. arc rgproved not only for cating wy 

m, 


a;6inſt Iduiatry and Super fiibun. 11 
f:ſh, but becauſe the broth of ſuch abominable tb .ag was io their Veſicls. . 
Aud Ghriſt from Heaves reproves choſe tw 3 Chuiches of Pergamie and 
oh for eating mc at ſacr;ficrd to Idol, Ra v. 2.142 . P W 
4. Tat Commended camples are wry many. n. 54. dc 
5 only the Idols of his Family, bur iber ae wiv, Aavſes, 
32, 20. 100k, thy Calf which they bad made ad hurnt 8 in the fire, 
and ground it to pawder, and ſtrawed it upon the water. The Prophe E hjab 
as aan 45 offer Sacrifice tothe God of Heaven upon 5aalt A.. 
tar, many without ion thought be was more preciuc then wile, ts 
kcep the, people in juſpence ſo long; Could he aot offer upoꝶ the Altar 


that was no. It was a polluted thing, & chere lere be wants 
** 5 pal of the Lend that was bxoken down, t in. 
1 Sj ty cba likewiſe = 


ugh's bad mn yet thaw fart, he wrought with 
drgedie ImagauGthetouſ of Bales for toe mote © much 
turned it iato an Mouſe of Office, 2 Kin. 19. 27- and flew the in 
all their pontifical Robes, ver. 22. that there might not be ſo much ad 
Swrplice, not «rag of Baal leſs, leſab likewiſe, aeftreyed every thing of 
Baal, a Kin. 2. the Veſſelt, the Groves, the mages, the High places, 
the Prieſts, the Altars. the ctariots of the Sun, he buras them with fue, 
ſlamęs them to powder, (hcows the duſt of them dow the River, that 
there might he no remembrance, nor memorial of Baal left. Ang this 
Example of Her tiab inthe Text is as pregnant as any, eefore 
uſually alledged by all our Divines egainſt the Papiſts, ,lhisbraſcs 
Serpent though unce an Ordindrce, but new an ddob, he ſpaces it not, but 
breaks it in pieces, and Calls it that baſe piecy of braſs. | 

So that the Cale is clear beyond dlipute, iſ we will ſtand to the Vet- 
Act of the Scripture, that all the monuments ol idolatry ought to be da 
Kroyed, and leſt any ſhould think it is a new notion, lately found out by, 
ſome precils Putitans, and hot Spurt iu Religion, it as one of 2 4cen, 
Elis abetos injuactionus above an bundred years agye(g) ; T bey f. -- Ly 
Way, teriy cxtindg.andd: fro gl Sb ines, covering of Shrines, af Ta- a0 1553 
Len, Cardleflichs, Frindalraad rolls of Wax, piltures, peining i, and alt," 
0 gr pranugnenty pf feigned muracies, pilgrimey e ldolatry, and Super- 
þitton,ſ1that there remgine no memory-of the ſame ww Wall, glaſs wis- 
471 orlelſe where, within their Churcyes or Huuſer. But could they lee 
o farre1n the very dawning of the day, and cannot we ſee. it.npw? gat 
hut that it may be lui to ech ploy ſuch thingy to private, common Cartue, 
ules, where t can be done without danger of Superſtigion, as is alſo f e. 
grantedby thoſe that wiige.ogyinit them, as Ctoſſes of Wood for ficing pay. 6. 
tor poor people, Surplices to mike Shirts ot diſh clou's of, the, Stones, K 
4. 0) C 2 o rer. 
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Fag. of the Altat for grave Stones or the like, but they muſt be ntrerly de” 
244. di firoyed out of Gods worſhip, and ſo they arc when put to ſuch is 26 
aocl av. theſe. The Reaſons of the point are theſe. * 1 
pag. Reef. r. Blcauſe the fralleſtogliques of Idolatry preſerved and Conti 
#97. * aud amor gt a-People, are u , bart and Snaves to aur, and in 
Amss tice, and them back 27 zin #»to Idol try, Take beed to thy ſelf that 
fre thou be not fared by following them, ſaying, how did theſe natiom 
Stat, ſetve their Gods? Dent. tz: 30, It is Culvins obſcrv#tion'in His Lettet 
par' 2. to the protector of England; ] quidenim ills Ceremonies aliuu fue runt, 
Pag. am totidem lenocima, that the Ceremonies ave whoriſh enticements 
713. 1 fu tbineſs, and he writes to Cramney that they hac fo defec- 


8918 & tively reformed —— — ng Frets — ated iu ie 
'Kolatry; 


reſpon (oerellt gs aff due pubulent. For the reliques of Kolatry, etiam Jopite 
= — wy, 115 ** re; and therefore a Zuuc by ſpeaks, pieta in um, et cbari- 


92 K 136 5 in pro mum poſf ulam , ut col. tur, doth piety towards God, and love 
towards men tequlret the exit pation of them. . When CDnſtant ine had 
only ſtrut up che Temples of the Heatheniſſi Idols, ſuli an the Apoſtate 
did eaſily unlock and open them again. But Tbeo ao ſius did atterly demo- 
kh and raſe them down to the ground, and after this Popery indeed 
came up, but the old pagen Idolatry in that way, and profeſſion of Paga- 

vox Mts niſm toſe yp ag ain no more. Upon this account, Mr. Fox approves (i) 

Aren and Commends that great and worthy ad of Cromwel, by whom the 

$9144%3- Monaſteries and abbeys were utterly overthrown, and pluckt up by the 
roots in the time of Fenry#beeigth., For ſeeing the Nobility were ſcarce 
able to retein the Lands and Poſſeſflons of the Abbeys, which were dis 
ſtributed to them by King Henry, from the devotion of Seen Mary, 
ſceking to build again the Walls of /e /i ho. If the buildings had not been 
pulled down, but only converted to another uſe, and i the Lands had 
been otherwiſe difpoſed of, then they were, it had been eaſie for 
Q ren Mary, or apy Popilk-prince to have te ſtored them again, where 
by we might have had ſuch ſwarms of Friats and Monks poffeſſcd in 
theit neſts again before this dey in England, in ſo grext a number that 
tea Tromwels/ afterward Unneth. thould hive been ſuffered to have uv 
toad them. It is no ſuſſi ent hetp againſt Id Aitty to preach againſd 

de 2d. it, when ſuch things arc cetaincd, as | ſhall ſhew, -when l come to an- 

n . | 

4.64. 6 er Objections- | 
' Real, 2. From the Lurds exceeding hatred and dcveſt abion of nw 
of Idolat . There is no fin which the Lord in Scriptute doth expres a 
ꝑtente / deteftation and abhoercnce-.of, hence he Will have che beaſt te- 
nuiad-t= vi- it tobe toœied up. 

Q. But: 


ag ati Idolatry and SuperiUon, 
Bat what may be the R eaſou of this ſevere and fierce diſpleaſurg v 
Ps ee reap * r of I | * e 
This had need be ſpoken to, for men are apt to make light of theſe 
Gas, to think that Miniſters + e more ⁊cal. m then wiſe, to preach apainſt 
them, and that the Lord himſelſ will not be fo ſevere ro puniſh them,nay, 
which is ſome what ſtrange, they hope to pleaſe God by them, and are 
apt to alledge their Idolatty as an excuſe, and to hold it up as a Shield of 
defence, when teprovet for other ſins. But therefore the Setipt ute 
lays load uponit. Hof 8.11, Ephraim bath made many Alt ars to for: 
they thought to worſhip God, bat the Text ſaith, it was to ii againſt 
him, and Cbap.9 15. ad their withedr(ſ i in Gilgal, that is their gteat- 
eſt wickedncls, for there were many other flas amongſt them, ſed bit 


none n 70 acc ip it ur pro ſummo vel pracipnc faith Calvin, as iſ the 
Prophet ſhould ſay, all their W horedoms, Robberies, and Opprc ions, 
and other Crying fins, which d d abound amongſt them, wer e not ſo 
did as their 1dolatries and Superſtitions there committed. No fin. like 
this. The greataeſs of it will appear, if you Conſider, 1. The natureof 
it, 2. The Cauſes from wheace it comes, 3. The effes that flow from is. 
1. In the nature of this (ia, there be four things that make it very 
odious in the fight of God, - 
1. Beeduſe it is A ſi of bigb Rebellias ag ainſt· the aiif God. The 
worſhip required io the Firſt Commandment. is called Natural worſhip, 
becauſe it ariſcth from the very nature of God, and the Creature. Hence 
to withdraw that inward Homage and worſhip of Faith, Hope, and 
Love, and the aQings thereof, in Conti ſhng his name, hearing bis 
Word, praying, and returning tho praiſe of all to him, or to beſtow and 
employ the ſe chief aff:Ctions and acting of the Soul upon other Ob- 
jec ti, it ſtrikes direcily aod unmediately at the very nature of God, and 
denyes his natural dominion, and that Relation that we have to Him as 
his Creatures. But the ſecond Ce tmardment which Contain the In- 
ſcituted v orſhip of C ed , flou eth from the will of God, and therefore 
ſor men to teſſt this, is to (et up their own wills, above, 2nd agaiat 
Gods, as it is «x:cllently fer forth by the Prophet leremy ; The Lord 
faith by his Prophets, (%% do not this abarvinable thing u luci be, but 
the People ſay, we will not bearker unte tb e, bet we will cert ginly go 
u hatſoever goeth out of o Gan mouth, to burn lucnſe unto the Qicen of 
Heaven. jet 44,1% - They ſay in diief, our own will ſü 1 rug. 
Hence it is, that the (ceond Commandment hath mct with fo much op» 
poſition from the Sovs of men, becauſe the · e iu muck of the wit cF* 
Quin it, end men cangot bear the will of. God, but they are eſol ved. 
C3 ca 


or 
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to have their own wills, which muſt needs provoke: the Lord excee ding. 
* Men account it happineſs to have their wills, and miſery to be croſt 
of their wills, and were they ſubdued to the will of God, it would be ſo 
miced. But for a poor ſinſul Creature to ſer up his own fooliſh, frow - 


d will, againſt the holy, bleſſed will of God, How, Can the Lord bear 


this ? 

2. [tis a fin of much reproach to the wiſdome of God, for men to wor- 
% God in their own n ayes, It is as charging God with folly, as if the 
lohnite bleſſ:d God were not wiſe —. to fin out the beſt and fitteſt 
way for his on worſhip and glory: Hence the Lord, whoſe judge- 
ments ate ſuitable to the fins of men, ſuch as delight in this fin, he 
wounds their heads, and ſmuces their underſtandings , that theit fooliſſ⸗ 


"Hearts are darkned, and proſe ug themſelves wiſe, they become foals. 
Rom. 1.22. Becauſe they will be wiſer then God, he makes them more 


feoliſh then men. 

3. It is 4 finof M horedoms ag ainſt that ſpiritual Chaſtity that the Lord 
requires of 61; people ; There is nothing mere frequent in the Scripture 
then to expreſs Idolatry under the name of W horedome and Adultery, 
for it is a breach of the Marriage Covenant, and a yielding that honour 
to another, to a Creature, to an Idol, which is dus to none, but God, 
Lev. 17. 3. They ſhall no more offer their Sacriſices uato Devils, af er 
whom they bare gone a whoring ; Gideons Ephed, Judges 8.27. they 
went a whoring after it. With their Idols hay e they Committed Adul. 
tery, Exck. 23. 7. and throughout that Chapter. The two Idolatrous 
Cities, Samaria and Iruſaiem arc compared to two adulterous Wes 
men, Abe lab, and n bolibah. They have Committed Aaultery with 
Stocks and Stones. Jer. 3. 9. that is, becauſe they made them media Cul- 
tut. Hence Rome is called tbe Mot ber of Hlarlots, Rey 17.5. And pure 
Vor ſhippers, who follow the Lamb whitherſoever be goeth, are called 
Virgins, Rev,14.4. Hence the Lord profeſſeth in the Sanction of the 
ſecond Commandment, I am a j:alows God; - now the Object of jealou 
ſie is Conjug al Cbaſti, and as jealouſie is the rage of a man, fo the jea- 


louſie of God is the higheſt wrath of God. 


4. l the wor ſip and honour men do, or think they doto God by 
theſe Inventions of their own, it dth rediumd indeed and iu truth, to the bo- 
nour of the Devil For although Superſtition is a ſin directly againſt the 
means of worſhip, yet it is uv'timately againſt the Object of worſhip. 
Strange worſhip ſets up a ſtrange God, (4) for it neceſſarily ſupp& 


(9-14. ſeth and frigneth to it ſeiſ, uch an Object of worſhip as is delighted, and 


$4 


” uM plested with that kind of worſhip which the Lord abborrs, bur 


datan 


4 ainft Idolatry and Superſtition. 
Satan is well pleaſed with, We do advance and ſet up himas God, 
to whoſe will we do ſubject our ſelves, as the rule of our religious wor- 
ſip. Therefore the Lord ſo laterprets falſe worſhip, that a new God is 
deviſed for the Object of it. The things which the Gentiles Sacrifice they 
Sacrifice to Devils, an4not ts God. 1 Cor. lo. 20. and the Jewiſh Idolar 
try was no better, they ſhall no mare offer their Sacrifices unto Devils, af: 
tex whom they bave gone a whoring, Lev. 19.9. Itroboart ordained Priefts 
for the Devils which be had made. 3 Chron. 11.15. and ſo the Pepiſts in 
like manner, it is ſaid, they repented not of wor thipping Devils, Rev. p. 
20. Hence Rome is called an babitation of Devils, and foul Spirits. 
Rev. 18. 2. and their Fattours, and F nuniſarics are called the Spirits 
of Devils, Rev. 16 4. they think, they worſhip Saint Peter and the Yir- 
gin Man, yea, God himſelf, and Jeſus Cht iſt, but it is indeed, and in 
Gods account, the Devil whom they worſhip. Hence, that Objechiou 
vaniſhes, what ? Can we honour God too much? ag, I confeſs you can- 
dot, His name is above and beyond all praiſe. But you may miſtake, 
and honour the Devil, when you think you gonour God. Hence, Su- 


perſtition is called in Greek aA 4 d. fearing the Devil. 
For it doth not elevate and raiſe up the mind towards-God, but preſſeth 
e down-from him, and dcbaleth it as lou as Hell. Thus. you ſce. from 
the nature of this fin, how evil it is in the. eyes of Cod. A 
1 Look at the Cauſerof it, from whenge it comes: and here we muſt 
not give heed-ro what men pectend, nor yet to 25 ga Fe 
men do not know their own hearts, nor the ſprings and princi Keg 
their own aChions, but the Lord he knows, and the Scripture diſcovers, 
and ſearcheth the deepeſt corners and Secrets of the Heart. Therefore 
let us ſee what the Seriprure ſaith to it. We muſi be * circum! peg 
hereia to ſpe: k nothing but what theScripture ſaith. Fot to Ipeak witho1 x 
the Scripture is Conſoriouſnels, but to Speak plainly according to E, is 
Paichſalboeſs. Iſai 38. 1. C aloud & ſpare not, ſaih the Lord, but lift up tl 
voice the a Trumpet. ſhea my People: their Tranſęreſſioas, & the Mois 7 
lacib their ſins. It was ſeruſalemi Calimity and tuine, tbat ber Prophets 
d ſee vain ani fooliſh tba s for ber, «ud did not diſcover ber iniquit, to 
t urn ray er Captiwity: Lam.2.1g. Now the Scripture, takes notice 
many diſtempers ard Corruptivns in che tgarts of men, wy y the 
are inclined to this fin of Idolatty and Superſtition, nd in fome 71 | 
more propenſe and prom to it, then to opea pro Ag. n- 
— 4 7. 4 whereby you will ice that it mu Natel 
and bitter fruit, that hach/fuch bitter Roots aad Capſes, vp 


1. Forget fulneſi of Cod, Hob 8.14. rac! bab forgotten bis duales, 


15 
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and buildeib Temples, and when they made the molti n Calf, though they 
did proclaim an holy day to Icboyab, yet it is ſaid, they forg at God their 
Saviour, Plal. 166 1y, 20, 21. This will ſcem very ſtrange to camal 
r1cafon, for men are apt to thisk, they dy it ont of very good de votion 
becaule they do, or would remember, aid put themich es n mind 
Veit duty towards God, as when men be to a Crucifx, or to the name 
at Jeſus, or the like, ſurely they remember Chriſt one would think, bat 
t them pretend What they will, the Te xi is clear, they forget-God their 
S arivur, it is becaule they forget rhe Lord Jefus, they do not remember 
bim with ary true 2ad right añection. Hence we ſec it in daily experi- 
encc, tat ſhe jar perfons who are moſt prophant, are uſually moſt Su. 
jer#13:ou, they that forget God moſt in moral duties, arc moſt devour 
in wayes ol Superſtition, ſo that prophaneneſs is one Cauſe of Superſti- 
c10n, 
2. It comes from pride, Col. 2. 18, Let vo ae yon by volunta· 
'y pumility, being vainiy puft up in bi, fleſhly minds And this aecompani- 
ed with deep by poctiſie, for neither they themſelver who are circumeiſed 
k ep the Law, but deſire to have you Circumeciſed, that they may glory in 
your fleſb. Cal. 6. f ;. that they may beaſt amongſt the Jews, how ma- 
ny fellowersand Proſelytes they have gained, it was their ambiuon and 

fire of appl auſe that ac tea them. Profaneneſt is a diſcredit amoogh 
aid thereforc though mawy are, and will de prophazic, et there be 

Fetv that would ſeem To ; now the beft and likelieſt w ay to hude.this na 
kednely, is to cover it with the fig leaves of Superitition, lczabel, 
Therefore, when ſue intended murther, proclaims a Faſt, The Sbariſees 
Aber Widows Hoſes, but for a pretence they made long prayers. So 
chat here was pride mit wich Hy pocrifie, but God loves Truth in the 

ward parts, gad he delights to abaie the Sons of Pride- · wan 

© 3. Fleſih item, w carnal: Policy, is another groued and pria- 
£iple of Superſtition. Almoſt ail the ſin and miſery that hath filled the 
Wond, bath bioke iu at this door, hearkning to reaſon; againſt laſtitu- 
tion, Hence, IBolaters and Superſlitieus perſons, have never wanted 

.pretence of Reaſon for it: they think firſt, to pleaſa Gd by it. 2. To 
cure themſelves." 3. To Circumvent and over-reach others. 1. To 
leaſe ged. Having run into great arreares by groſs neglects in moral 
obe dience, they think to make it up with Ceremonials, cithet of Gods 

@p pointing; or of their own deviſing. i bern foal | come before God? 

will rhe Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or nith ten theyſands 

Kites of Owl ſhalt I gire my fur ft born for my T ranſgreſſ:on, the fruit 

"iy bedr the Sn'of my Sout. Mie 6.4,7,;8, So the Phariſce, If 

twie⸗ 


4741447 Lela and Superſtitian, 7 
tie week z but who 1: quires this at his hands? and in Ih Then oc, 
band: art Jul of bled, buy 1it fullof Oblation; and $acriſges, and Mit- * 
3323; Helo ou o dvd Phariſeet, Hypecrite:, Je, 1ou pay” e ; 
, Aung, ard imm, aps bait emitted the weigbuyy matters 
Q ihe 0p 0410411 9103, ne fanh. Suchiethe natural Popet y Of 
u. ens heft, He RCV have A Iecres theughtby ſuch things de fer re 
tegate With GLO, of aticalt to compeoſate and make amends ſor theit 
Ns gicCts in greater things, ard lo-to parte Geds fayour, and EO to 
HeaycD un ancaly Way, aud at a cheap Rate. For it in an eafy thung to 
Wa'k in the 0Wn Na, and to follow their own deviſcs. M bat a 
caly tug is it to nod and bow to an Altat 7 but If is hard to mortify's 
lug. It yas an caly thing tothe Pharilces to Tyrh Mint and Cum mio 
aud to wall their Cups and Platters, but it is a great and gifficult wer 
to cleanſe and. V all the heart from filthinefs, So that Supetſtztion thougti 
it ſcEnis to be gverbuly, yet it is indeed but a lazy thing, and ſults thar 
culterper of Ipuitual Sloth; A mans Conſcience would tont.eot and 
tear him in pieces, Hell from bencath would riſe up for him, if be 
ſ.oulg have uo Religion at all: but the power and life of godlineſs is 
dificult, Hence men reſt in ſhadows, and fir down with Superſtiticus 
empty Forms and ſhe ws of Devotion, by which Cooſcience being 
cha med, the think & is pacificd, and all is clear above head. a. They 
bop ts ſecure themſelves by ity, as te tbii World, This made ercbaam to 
ſet up the Idolatty at Dan and Bubel, and eiu to continue it, for be ſaid 
in bus Leart, if this people go up to leruſalem to do Sacrifice in the HMoaſe of 
the Lord as leruſalem, the Xing dem will return to the Mouſe of David. 

+ Kin. 2.26, 27, And upon the ke account Aar made ſurdry changes 

to the ptejudice of Gods woi ſhip, becauſe of the King ofeA ſſyria,that is 

fer ſcar ot lum, and that be might pleaſe him. And be Sacrificea ts the 
Co Dimaſcus, which [more hum, 1057 in his foohſh,carnal wiſdom, 
b.cauſe the Goas of the Kings of Syria velp ibem, thertſort will I $acrifiee to 
them, bat they may help mec, lu they we the rune of Him, and of all l 
rael.3Chron.28.23.For it is uſual with Gog to Curſe add blaſt the carnal al. 19. 
poucies of men, when they hatch ſuch cochatrice eggs, ard eu the 4 26s 
$picers web, he that cateth of their eggs dyeih, and that whieh is Cru- 
ſhed breaketh cui inte a Viper, their webs (hall not Fecome garments, 
neither (hall they cover themſclves with their works, being works of 


la quty. > wet! | 
z. 1 be third deſicn of Superſtition is ts Circy/mrent and go beyond others, > 
hence ſome have | ) obicrved, that te cut · ſti ip cur Adverſaries in their 7 


own policies, ot is ule means abuſed by others to a better end, is a reſo- t 6 
N lution c 
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lution ſo plauſible to worldly'wiſgam 'which of all"other Fruits bf the 


part 2 pig Fleſh, is for the moſt part the hacdlidlt and laſt renoudced ; rhat even 


e as Pe- 


But that's all, 10 146 themſelves ta be u iſe, they become fool. Rom. t. 


that they cannot ſee, aud their hearts that they cannot underſtand, and 
none conſidereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor under. 
ſtanding to ſay, 1 have burnt part of it in the fire, yea, allo] have baked 
bread upon the Coals thereof, I have roaſted fleſh and eaten it, and (hall 
I make the reſidue thereof an abomination? ſhall I fall down to the 
Stock of a Tree? He feedetb on aſbet, a deceived heart bath turned him 4. 
fide, that he cannot deliver bis Soul, nor ſay, Is there not a lyein my ripht 
vand?®lſai.44. 18, 19, 20.S0 that all the Zeal and affection men have in a 
Japerſtirious way is but blind Devotion, and zeal without knowledge. 
Thou bliad Phariſce, every man is btuitiſh in his knowledge, every 
Founder is confounded by the graven Image, For his molten Image is 
falſhood, and there is no breath in them, they are vanity, and the work of 
errors, in the time of their viſitation they ſhall periſh. ler 20. 14, f. and 
zou have the ſxme words again repeated, ler. 77. 7 Hence dark- 
neſs and a ſad eclſpſe, and decay of light and knowledge in the Church, 
was the Immediate forerunner of Anti-Chrift, with all his Idolatryes 
and Superſtitions. For the third part of the Sun, Aoor, ti. d ters were ſmite 
ten and darknei under the fourth Trumpet, and then Anti Chriſtap- 
pears with open face in the fifth, Rev. 5. 42. with 9.7. 

jo A Fearf#t' Comarily Spirit is another cauſe, they Conſtrain you to 
de Circuniciſed, only left they, ſhould ſuffer Perſecution for the _ of 
Corift, 


— 
_ —— — 
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agu) Idolatry. and Supenſtiticn. 
Clift, Cal. G. ta. It was by this means as ſome have qhletxv ed, that 
the Pope got up, and kept all his Idolatiyes, becauſe the Miniſtry that 
ſhould have ftecd in the gap were for the molt, though indeed not al 
ſor God was pleaſed yep they zo aiſe up ſome ſainhiul N. ges bug 
the Generality of the Clergy, d the rage 7 „eie 
one ſaith of them, 4 Ce 11uel Conde, ſo thai the Pope id 
what he laſted, in laying loads and 2 upoothe Eonlciebeg, und they 
lake If{achar were content to Couch under err) 11 yea, Which 
worſe, ſot w ard and active to ſerve the Popes luſts, and to impole dür- 
dens and lay tnarcs ſor the Conſciences of men, as the Prophet H 
coinplaiusof the ei Cle H in lus time, Hd .d. Ihe Prophet 
is ebe Snare d Fowler in all bis mae. I xemember a Story i thy 
Book of Marty;s of ona that had been a Proteſtept, but x eh. poſe 
on aroſe, he fell back to Popety, and when one of his Friend told 
of his ſotmer proſeſſi on, ch ſaitb he,) that was the right way, but 1car- 
net burn, I cam bun. But bis Houic happening to be on fire, and 
going is to fetch out ſome of his Goods, be lee his on 
Houle. He that could not burn at a Stake for the Truth, wos burnt to 
death in his own Houſe; but it had been bettet to burn in the Caule of 
God, then in the way of his judgements. Now if this be one Cauſe of 
Idolatry and Superſtition, It muſt needs be & very great fin. When 
men ſhall fear men more then God, and thoſe that can but kill the body, 
more then bum ghat is able to deſtroy both Soul and body in Hell, W bo 
art thou, that thou ſhoulgeſt be afraid. uſ a man that ſhall dye, and of 
the Son of mau that ſhall be made as graſs, and ſorgetteſt the, Lord thy 
Maker, that hathſtretched forth the Heavens, and laid the Foundations 
of the Earih, and beR ſcared continually.cvery day becauſe of the fury 
of the- OpprcBior, as iſ be werg rcady to deſtroy? and bete is the fury 
of the © ppr« flor, I 1 % 6 „„ 3 
. Laflly, L proceees from. ſecret emmity and batred of the bleſſed 
Ged. Fot as it is a fign ot loye to Cd, to love his Ordinances, ſo on 
the contraty, lot meu to caſb the, ſecond Commanement behind their 
backs, it is a ſign they hate Him. Hence the Leid there threatens, Ii 
viſu tbe ſin ej them that late mee, and flew mt icy to thouſand of them 
that lone mee. 5010 A. He threatens ta viſit them for the mults- 
rule of thei? Iguity and the great batred, It 18 true, in tunes of | gop- 
rance and Jaikne's geod men may be carticd away in many thiggs with 
the ſtream of the times for want of bettet light But 10 le Salle! for ibs 
groſſeſt Superſistions in time of lige, an ill ſign that the hearts (ul of 
poy ſon, ſull of Hatt ed, and Enmity egainſt the Lord, & peirnlt his bie ſled 
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wayes And it is the worſe; breaiife that Superſtitions perſoos pretond 
mach loye and devotion, as thovgh they thoaght nethitig too dear, net 
tog much fot god, when chere is the poyſon of Aſps underntath.” Nd 
wonder therefore; ifs 0M Whorrs ther F- there is nothing mort 
5 to God and mien, then Hatred masked ovet with prevences 
Floye; And thus you fet from the Cauſes of this un, how great᷑ a ſia it ia. 
3. Conſiler aſe the Curſed f Fruin of ir, the bitter Fruim 
that grow upon this rot of Vitterntſs, Theſe will yet further diſeover 
the evil of it. Men are apt to think their own Tnventions are of much 
pſe in the worſhip of God, though they call them ſometimes Indifer- 
ent things, yet they think them very good and neceffiry. But the Lord 
hath ſaid the g Irange is profitable, or good for nothing. Tai, 44:16, 
no good cetnes af it, bi meh hutr and miſchief every Way. It is a fin 

that hath miny worfuleffefts, © 
1. It decely; and driudes,; it is a very deceiving and infarnateiog ſin. 
It is the Lords ditectlon to Joftrna to cloſe to the Rule, and to the Law 
of Aleſu, that tho m ayeſt profpet; or as it may be rendreq, bat thou 
maye ſi deat underſtandingly wherever thou ſhalt goe: Joſh. v. 7,8. but on 
the contrary, when men worſhip God accordmg to their own Invent. 
ons, {ce that drexdftl theeatniig, Ii. 29, 13,14. becauſe their ſedr, that 


is, their Worlhip tow ar i mag it tai b by the precepts of mea, the rgfore, ho- 


"bold, I. will proceed 10 U vt laut work among the, people, even a 
marvellous work and a wonder, far the wiſlom of ben wie nien ſhall pe- 


„ih, and the under ftandimg of their prudent ment hill be hid; they thall be 


hefooled and infatuated eden to admiration, they tre ' altogether bruitifh 
ar fooliſh 5 the flock i; a dos ine of vanityes. Jer. 108, And the molten 
Image a teacher of lyer { Hab 2.18. for their Idols hte ſpoken vanity,ond 
heir Diviners have (een a lye; Zech. 14.2. The Scripruce is very fre 
quent and copious in this Argument, becuuſe men are very apt to value 
their own Inventions and Additions to the worſhip of God at a high 
rate, and to admire and applaud themſelves therein; as if they had con- 
tribured not a little ts the Majeſty; and to the Splendout of it, by theit 


Great wiſdom and prudential powet, as they call itʒ when it is indeed pru- 


dintial folly, their glory is their ſhame, hy ate m id upon their Idols, Jer. 
10.38. Superft tio ef rei inſan a, as he ſaid, Superſtition is a mad thing, 
folly is the Cauſe of it, and folly the Effect, - 

2. I: is a very defiling ſim, thou befs defied thy ſelf in thine Idol; which 


" thou baſt ma, Fzck 22.4. It is a fin of ſpiritual klchineſs and unclean- 


"of, tbave (een thine Adulte ies, and thy ng bings, ane the lewdneſs of 


VN aboredoms, the meaning is, tue |dolatryes, as appears by te next 


words, 
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words, thine abomimations on tb. Hills, auid 1a the uh, Wi! 1194 9% Vt 
made ciean, when (hat it eng: bed let. 13. uit, Supciltivicus pen are 
apt to think themſelves more deveut, and morc holy then others, as the 
Papiſts cali their ſeveral wayes of Superſtition, religious waders, But 
the Lord accounts them more vile, mote filthy, they ſay to others, ſtand 
Nene not nea« to me, for | am lulier then thou, IIa. 65 4,5. for 
that Text is clearly meant concerning Superſtitious people, that Sacti- 
fice in Gardens, remain among the Graves, Cc. ho did lock with dil- 
dain upon others, and truſted in themſelves that they were righteons, 
when indeed it was but Supetſtition, and therefore the Lord faith of 
them, theſe are a Smoak in my noſe, and a fire t at burnct!, a! the day. 

3 I: makes all their worſbip vain, as it makes their Spirits vain, by 
doluding and dchiling them, ſo it ſpoyls and fruſtrates th. it religious 
worſhip. In vaia do they wor ſhip me, teaching for daFrines the Command- 
ments of men, Mat. 15 g they Sacrifice delt the facriſices of mine of 
ſerings, and eat it, but the Lord accepteth them not: Heſ #. 1 z. "raw 
they did it contrary to the Inſtimition.” For the Lords appointment a 
promiſe was, that in mine holy Mountain, in the Mountain ef the heig x 
of, Iſrael, there ſhall all the houſe of Iſcael ſerve, or worſhip me, there 
will accept them, and there will | require your offerings, and the firft 
Fruits of your oblations, with all your holy things, EZek. 20 45. Deut. 
12.56. now this is aſad Effect; when a man offers many Sacritices, 
ſayes many parer naſters, performs many religious dut yes, heares, and 
prayes much, that all ſheald be in vain, and all his prayers and labour 
leſt. And theugh there be a whole Sea of worſhip. and Ordinances, that 
all ſhould be but like the blood of a dead min; as Rev. . and 16.3, 
There is no acceptance but in Chriſt. But Chriſt hath ſaid cyncerving 
[dolatrous worſhip, I wil net pour out their Otlations, that is, f oF will e ,. 
not be a Mediator to theit Services; Pſal. 16.4. ' worthin 

4. It will in time juſile aut Gods tr ne worſhip, His Ieſtitnutions will be 
lud aſide, that there may be clbow room for their own laventions, Fall 
well ze re-# the Commandment: of Oed, that he keep vous ann 
Traditions,N\uk.7.8,9. | might give many Examples and I: t:nzes of 
this. Thoſe Supcrſtitious perſons in Iſai.s 5.3,4. v ho did Sacrifice in 
Gardens, remain among the Graves, and lodge in the Morumernrs, 
which the Lord never required at theirhynds, yer they made no Cen- 
ſcience of eatiog Swines fl.ſh, which the Lord had fort & len to thyr 
people in thoſe limes, eroboam mae Priels of bis wn, after the mas 
wer of the Nations of ot be · L nds, bet therefore he c out the Priefts of 
the L ud che Soisef Aaron, and the Lepiter, to meh way ſer lis ns, 
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2 Chron. 13% bar gives order that the Pricfts ſhould offer their Sa- 
cri fices upon his own Altar, but then what ſhould they do with the bra- 
2 n Altar, the Altar of the Lord ; That, faith be, 14 be for me to en 
quire by, Si quando placelit ( as lunius well obſervs ) if at any time ſuch a 
good fit ſhali come upon him, or as others render it, I will inquire and 
Conſider abet uſe to put ir to, ſo Piſcator upon the place, but thus Gods 
Altar was laid aſide, and turned out of Office, 2 Kin, 6. . we have 
ſeen ſad examples of this in former times, a Surplice, and a few Super 
ſtitious Ceremonies have juſtled out the preaching of the Goſpel, and 
ſtopt the mouth of many a godly Miniſter, 

5. It provokes the Lord to jealoufie againſt bis people, and pulls down, 
and baſtens the deſolating judgement, and wrath of God upon them. This 
was hintcd in general betore, as a Reaſon why the reh ques ef Idolatry 
muſt be deſtroyed, but I mention it here again, to ſhew the greatneſs of 
this fin, Exod. 20. f. Thou ſhalt not bow down te them, nor ſerve them, 
For | the Lord thy God am a jealous God, viſiting the ſums of the Fathers 
upon the Children, to the third and fourth Generation of them that hate me. 
Te baſt defiled thy ſelf with thine Idols, and haſt cauſed thy dayes to 
draw near, and art come even to thy years, Exek. 22.4. that is, the dayes 
and years of wrath and vengeance, as the like expreſſion is explained, 
Cap. 2.7. the Time is come, the day of Trouble is near, and Cap, 12. 23. 
the dayes are at hand, and the F Hit of every Viſion, that is, the accom- 
pliſnment of c very Ihreatning. There is no fin that makes men fooner 
ripe for Ruine. The Jews were carried away Captive into Babylon. 
Sion was plowed as @ Field, and — m became au heap of Stones for 
this kn. The Apoſtle bids the Colofhans take heed they do not miſs of 
Heaven by it, Col. 2. 18. let no man beguile you of your rewara in a vo- 
lIuntary Humility. 

Yea though they be good men that are guilty of it, as ſometimes 
they hauc been, eſpecially in former darker times, yet this will not pro- 
tect them, nor Rave off the judgements of God. Gideon was a good 
man and a great Reformer, and therefore called Ierubbaal, but yet for 
all that, he did but make a Superftitious garment, a kind of a Surplite, 
a (mall matter one would think; but it became a Snareto Gideon, and 
bis Houſe, Judg. 8. 27. Solomon was a good man, and it was he that 
built the Temple of the God of! leaven, tut yet he fell to the publique 
countenancing of Idolatty, ard for this, God rent away the Ten Tribes, 
the greateſt part of his Kingdome from him, and had it not been for his 
Father Davids ſake, he bad loſt them all, Yea, ſoprovoking to the 
Lord is this fin, eſpecially, if aggravated by Perſecution, as for the moſt 
part 


CE FO HY "oo on 


4g n Ioioiry and Superſtition, 24 
part it is, that ſometimes the Lord will not pardon it, and tun away 
his wrath, though men do repent ; as in Manas eb i Caſe. Though as co 
perſanal forgiveneſs, the Lord will pardoa every repenting Sianer, yet 

t alwayes as to National Forgiveneſs, ſo as to avert and turu away 
—— judgemests. For A{21naſeh did repent and reform, Ioſiab 
comes and makes a thorough Reformation, but yet ruine and deſolati- 
on comes for the old Idolatryes and Superſticions of Manaſſeb, and for 
the Innocent blood he (hed, which the Text ſaith, the Lord would nat 
pardon, 2 King. 24.4 and 2 King.23,25,26 

6. There 41 yet a furt her Effed of this iin which is worſe then all the 
reſt, if worſe c un be. It is this, It does ſo barden the hearts of men, that it is 
a very rare and difficult thing to gat true repentaxce for it: you may lee 
this in thoſe great Iaolateri the Papiſts, as they are deſeribed in the Book 
ol the R preiation, when under the execution of Gods righteous judge- 
meaty, under the ſixth, Trumpet, The Lord looſes the four Angels about 
the River Eupbrates, that is, the Tucks, who were at fi r{t four Nations, 
to plague the Anti Chriſtian World for their Idolatiy, and to deſtroy, 
and to kill up the thitd part of men, but what was the Effect of this, did 
they repent? no; no ſuch matter, the reſt of the men which were not killed by 
theſe plagues, yet they repented not of their worſhipping of Devils, and 
Idols of wood and Hare, Rev. 9. 20. well let us go a little further, when 
the Seventh Trumpet ſourds and pours dowa all the ſeven Vials of the 
{aſt plague, and the wrath of God upon the Anti-Chriſtian party, ſurel y, 
that will convince them, they will tepent then, when the third woe is 
come upon them, which hath ſeven Vials of wrath in the womb of it: 
no, for all this, they repent not, but they are deſcribed to be like men in 
Hell, Rev.16.10,1 1. the fifth Angel pours out his Vial upon the throne 
of the Beaſt, which is generally anderſtood concerning the City of Kome 
it ſeif, and his Kingdom was full of darkneſs, and they gnawed their 
tongues for pain; but they blaſphemed the God of Heaven, becauſe of 
their pains, and their Sores, and they repented not of their deed, : They 
roar under their plagues, hut repent not cf their Sins. So likewiſe ua- 
det the Seventh Vial, which is pourcd forth into the Aire, which is con- 
ceived by Interpreters to be meant of the whole cæpan ſum of the Anti- 
Chriſtian Intereſt, and party that are acted by the Prince of Po ver in 
the Air, whoever, and whereſoevet they he, over all the world every 
where, p ) omnium nbicunq, terrarum Chriſt: Domini noſtrt h ſlium : 
whar Effect will that have? ſee ver. 21. where they are found again biaſ 7 = 

heming God, becauſe ef their plagues, but not repenting. Oh, what 
a dreadful fin is this! that makes men ſo incapable ot repentance, 
The Reaſons of this ſtrange Impenitency, are 1. Zecauſe 
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1. Becavſe it is uſual with God when men love their fur, and bate to be 
formed, be gives them up fudicia ly ro their Sins, that their Sins may be 
their Plagues. Hence it is threatned as a puviſhment of Idolatry, Dan 
4:2 5,28. Becauſe they have corruptce themſelves with graven Images, 
therefore they ſhould ſerve Geds of wood and Stone, which ncither 
hear, hot ſce, nor cat, tor ſn ell: when they hed made the molten Calf, 
then Ged turned, ard gave them up te worthip the Hoaſt of Heaven, 
Ads 5.42. He gave them vp for that fin, to more fin: E hraim 1s jo)n- 
ed to laols let im alone, Hol. 4. 17. Becauſe Ephraim bath made many 
Altars ts ſm, Alt ars fralt be unte him to ſm, Hol $ 11. They wilthave 
their fins to live in then therefore ſaith tbe Lord, they ſhall have them 
to be plagued by them. 

2. And a: this ſin is the puniſl ment of it ſelf, ſo it i: often punifbed with 
ot ber (ms aiſo, ſomietimes he. ge them up to bediij unc it unneſs for their 
ſpirituai Whoredems, Hof. 13. they Sacrifice upes the tops of the moun- 
tains, and burn Incenſe upon the Hills, unger O- ks and Poplars, and 
ms, becauſe the ſhadow thereof is good, therefore your D aug biers ſhall 
commit Whkerecom, ard your Spexjes ſhall commit Aaultery, Hoi.g.23, 
The Apoftle Lauf hily joyns Laſcivicuſne ſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, te- 
vellings , barquettings, and abominable Idelatryes together, . Pet. 4. g. 
Superſtition and prophancveſs uſually go together, they look te other 
Gods, and love flagons of wine, H. z.1. and where there is ſach pro- 
phaneneſs it is ſeldeme witl et Verſeeution alſo, for the evil Servant, 
Hat, 24.49. is ſaid to ſmite his fellow Servants, and to eat, aad drink 
with the dturken He agnce je, wires derer ant, as he ſaith of the 
Papiſts, Ard when {inne1s are bcurd in ſo many black Fetters and 
Chains of darkneis, how hard a thing is it to break then off, by tue te- 
pentance ? 

3. IVhen men are given up to Idelatyy, or to any ether ſm, by juch a 
dci ab of God, it ſo acludes the mind, and darkens the nnd ir ſianaing, 
that it is impe(/ibiets faſten a Conridion upen them, they will never be- 
lieve, ner be perſwaded that this is the ſin for which God, Smites, andif 
no Convictien, no repentance. The Jews thought, ler, 44.18. Since we 
At of to burn Incenſe to the Queen of Haven, ard te your out drink, effer- 
ings $0 ber, we have u antta 61111 ings,an8 have been conſumed by the So., 
ond by the Fami..e,wbereas the Prophet tells them, be cauſe you have burnt 
Incenſe, therefore this evil is happened unto yer, but they would not be- 
lieve hita: And juſt lo the Papiils,oh, ſay they, It was ge ver goed World 
ſince the eld Religion was put down, and ſitce we leſt the holy Catho- 
lick Church cf Rem. And ] have lead of ſome Lutheran Miniſten 
after 
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s{:errhelate Wars and defolations of Germany, who have concluded 
and thought that the Reaſon of Gods wrath againſt them was the pul- 
ling down of Images. And there be ſome in like manner at this day, that 
aſcribe all the W'arrs and Troublcs, and evils of the late times that have 
pailed over theſe Nations, to the pulling down of Biſhops, and Cetemo- 
nies; whereas it was indeed the old Sins of the Hiſbops and that party, 
their adulterating and corrupting the worſhip of God with Popiſh Inno- 
vations, Their violence and Perſecutions of Gods faithful Witnesſſe 
and Servants; that was the chief procuring cauſe of all the plagues and 
judgements that have come upon the Land. | 
4. A mans Repentaneg is erer true till it be proportionaMe to the nature 
of bis Sins. It is not enough for mea to leave theſe Sins, but they muſt 
allo loath themſelves in theig own fight for all their abominations, be- 
cauſe that I am broken with their whoriſh hearts, Which go a whorin 
after their Idols, as the Lord there ſpeaks, but how hard is it to get fuck Fxcb. 
a ſelſ loathing, ſelf-abhorring frame of Spirit, not only to ſee that it is a 6. 5+ 
Sin, but to ſee the exceeding vilene(s of it, and to loath it as God loaths 
it, to hate it as God hates it. I have Inſiſted the longer upon the Rea- 
ſons of the point, that you may ſce the halaous nature of this Sin, that 
it in ma light thing to break the ſecond Commandment, Thele are the 
Reaſons of the point, I conclude with a few words of Uſe. 
Uſe l. This Dod ine Condemns and caſlteres at once all the Caremo- 
nies, and u hate ver other Invention: of men bave been introduced into the mor- 
ſhip of Ged by the Spirit f Anti Chriſt, and reteined, and continued by 
ſome reforming Magifrates, woo have made but incompleas and imper- 
fed Reformations. As who knows not, that almoſt all the Ordinances of 
Chrift have been polluted and corrupted by them, The Goſpel might sene 
not be preached without a Surplice, nor Baptilme admuviſtred without (50nd | 
the ſigo of the Croſs, Solikewiſe kuceling at the Sacrament, bowing 
to the Altar, and to the name Jeſus, Popiſh holy dayes, holineſs of 
places, Organs and Cathedral Mulick, The Books of Common prayer, 
Prelacy or Church Government by Biſhops. Theſe chiogs are no better 
then this brazen Serpent was. And therefore if this was a Nebuſhtan, 
ſo are all theſe, They are nothing clſe but re/iques of Popery and remnants 
cf Baal, and therefore when the Kingdome of Chriſt is come, they 
il periſh from oft the Eartb, aud from under theſe Heavcus. 
. Vliell. Diredien to Rulers and eMagiſtrates, and to you all in your 
prayers for them, Let Magiſtrates imitate this- Example of Hezekiab. It 
ſhould awakev them to their Duty Be u ſe now therefore, © ye Rulers, 
be inſiruGed © it judges of the l arth, and know, that it is your duty to 
| E , * promote 
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promote e purity of Gods worſhip, and to protect his people and 
Meflcngers, It 1:2 thing impoſſibſe to keep in with both fides, both 
with Perſecv tors and Sutferers, but therefore it will be your wiſdom, and 
the beſt and fafeſt way to be on Gods ſide, and let Baa! plead for bimſe!f. 
But becauſe I fee but few of them here, 1 ſhall direct my ſpeech only 
to the people of God here pteſent, you may fee from hence, what Pray- 
ers to make, and what Requeſis to put up for thoſe whom God by his 
Providence hath fet in Authority over you, pray that God wou'd give 
them reforming Spirits; and for the King, that God would make Him 
another Here lia to remove the High places, and to cut off the rem- 
nants'of Bao! chat he maytraſt inthe Lord, and keep cloſe to his Word; 
md that the Lord won'd be with him, and proſper him whicherſoever 
ne goeth, as he will certaialy do in this way of Integrity to Religion, 
aud to the work of Reformation. 

Uſe I. I Concld: with that word of Exhortation woerewith the Apoſile 
ohn concludes bis firſt Ee, Little Children keep your ſelves from /dols, 
Amen 1 Joh. 5. ul.. And it is Pauls Exhortation alſo, « Cor. 10 14. 
bert fore my dearly Bel ved, flee from Idolatry. Remember what you- 
teard in the Reaſons of the point concerning the greatneſs of this Sin, 
and how jealous, and ſevere the Lord is againſt theſe violations of the 
Second Commandment, and Conſider alſo theſe four words. 

1 I: bath leen the great deſign of Satan is all times, and Ages, to deſtroy 
ard ty corrupt the worſhip of Gol, And if he eausot perſwade men to 
be down right Athieſts, he labouts then to drive them into the other ex- 
tream of Superſtition, if he cannot prevail with them to caſt of all the 
worſhip of God altogether, then he tempts them to Worſhip him in a 
wrong way, to worlhip the true God Superſtitiouſſy. W hat was the 
great lin amongſt the Jews? was it not this Tr ik eie amoaęſt the old 
Heathcns and Pagans, and amongſt the Papiſts at this day. And what is 
the great deſign and work of Chriſt at this day? but to bring forth his 
worſhip into purity, that the new leruſalem may come down trom Het. 
ven; This therefore Satan is moſt induſtrious to countertmac and fight 
ag inſt, Therefore he lober, be vigilant againſt this Sin, becauſe your 
Adverſaty the De vil is ſo watchful to inſnate you. 

2. [t will be rarniſbt over wit“ fair colourt, and plauſible pretences, 
Ihe whore of Balyion gives the wine of the filthineſs of her bornication 
{Jen Cup, Rę . 17 4. The Devil in his acting ag uaſt the Church 
Times of the new Teftimen?, He did appear at firſt almoſt like 
| in the haps of a geit ret Dragon, in the Reman P 43an Fm e. 
45, Bu: when Afubact and his Angels overcame, and overthrew 
him 
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Im in this appearance Rev, 72. Then he puts on a new Viaud, and ap- 
pears in another ſhape, Chap. 13. but ſtill purſues theſume deſign though 
under new pretenees, and by other Inſtruments, viz. by the Church and 
Pope of Rome, For he: — made it his buiſineſs, evet ſince the time of 
Conſtantine to revive the old Heathenith Idolarry under other names, 
that whereas before they worſhipped the Devil under the names of i ui 
ter aud eA pole, now they commit the ſame Idolatry,& worſhip the ſame 
Devil ſtill, dut under the names of Popiſh Saints;now it is not uite / and 
eApolloany more, but Saint Peter, and the Virgin Mary, and rhe Vicar of 
Cbriſt, & the holy Catholi ł Church of Rome, Thus doth that Harlot paint 
her ſace: So the Prelatic k Super ſſ it ions at this day ate painted over with 
thoſe glozing pretences of eAntiquity, Fathrs, Conncils, Qrder, De- 
cency, Eaificat ion, the peace of the Church, and ſuch like. | 
3. If onceyus begin in a way of Superſhition, yea will ny know where 
to /top or May, nor where to make an end, but you will maltipiy your 
Idols, and increaſe your Altars, and grow worſe and worle. For evit 
men and Seducers ſhall wax worſe and worſe. It is the nature of all ſin, , 
but of this in a eſpecial manner, as it is in bodily uncleanneſs, when men , , 
ate given up to that luſt, they are inſatiable, and werk all 'uncleaoneſs * 
with greecinels, ſo it is in this fin of ſpiritual W hotedome, it is amen. 
le is fin. It you do but wear a Surplice for pedce ſake, why not us well, 
admit the ſign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, or bow to an tt ur, and in a'lit- 
tle time you will ind that the ſame Reaſon is as Rroty for bowing tavn 
Image, to a Crucifix,and why not as well fay Maſs too, for the peace. of 
the Church, and then at ht ſwallow down every thing, Submi to tha 
Pope, worſhip the Beaſt, and ſo be damned and go to Hell, and all tte 
the peace of the Church. Oh! thete is no end here, when a man is once 
oing down the Hill in a way of Carnal Complyance and Superſtition, 
[A willoever ce aſe; but like a man that is wmbling dowea a ſteep Hill, 
cannot ſtop, til he come to the bottom, to ne very bottom of che pit of 
Popery. All the abominarions of Anti- Chriſt came in by degrees, the 
four feſt trumpets were fo many ſteps or degrees of the riſe of Anti- 
het, and then in the fifth, be appezrs uvpen e Throne wich open 
face, as the Angel of the bottomleſs pie, and as en baton, as a de- 
ſtroyer and Son of perdition, with all his F, ens and lecuſts about him, 
with all that Anti-Chriſtian Papiſh Cle, acting under him and for 
tim, Rer. Chap. 5. Chap. g. It is ohſet ved in the Hiftorics of the Ido» 
latrous Kings of Iſracl, that thoſe inſucceeding Times were worſe then 
their wicked Predeceſſpurs: leroboam he that made 1þ act to fin, He did 
hut ſet up the two Calves at Dan and Bet hil, but Omri went beyor d hire, 
9 - 2 | 
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for it is ſaid, He did worſe then all that went before him, : Xing 16; 25. 
weread of the Statutes of Omri, Mica. 6. 16. fo that Omr; did enact, 
and cſtabliſh Iniquity and Idolatry by a Law; But his Son Akab was 
worſe then He, tor as if it had been a ligbt thing jor Him towalkin the 
Sins of Jecodoan, be did jet up au tue wor ſhip of Baal, 4 King.16 30,31, 

32,43. Hence the ſaithful Servants of the Lord have been cxcecdin 
wary and watchful againſt the leaſt appearances and beginnings of Ido 
latry. One of the Ancients (Haſilas lremember) when tbe Heathen Ido- 
laters had put lncenſe into his Hard, aud offered to ſpare his life, if he 
would but threw it in, or let it ſall into tlie Cenſer, he choſe rather to 
burn his Hand and looſe his life, then to Commit that ſeewing little ſin; 

which brings me io a tourth Conſideration. 

4. Remember tits for ever, that it is better to ſuffer then to fie. A wan 
had better ſuffer, better dye, then Gin. And theretore if Superſtitzon be 
a Sin, be wiſe ſor your ſelves, and chooſe the greateſt aMiCtion, rather 
then the leaſt Sin. Thou that ſayeſt in thy heart, life is ſwett, and thou 
art loth to ſuſfer, loth to dyc; I tell thee, It were better for thee to be 
caſt into priſon, into the d:epeſt-darkeit-Dungeon.”It were better for 
thee to be burnt at a Stake, or to be hanged upon a Tree, then to lia a- 
g vor vel · gainſt thy Conſcience. Hoop er that bleſſed 47artyr ( When one al- 
& 23 Quilted him with this Temptation, death is bitter, life it ſweet, He repli- 
od, but death eternal is more bittty, and life Eternal is more ſweet. | 
3. Suppoſe the worſt that cn be ſuppoſed, Suppoſe that ſad time of 
ſlaying the witneſſes be not yet accompliſh:d, as indeed it is a great Con- 
troverſy, one of the greateſt io this Book, whether it be, or no; it is the 
judgement of very great Interpreters, that it is paſt, but Suppoſe there 
be ſome ſutther accompliſhmeat of it yet behind, as it may be hopefully 
conceived that it ſhall not be fo great a laughter as the firſt, and that the 
rage of the Anti-Chriſtian party ſhall not be able to prevail and proceed 
ſo farre as then it did, for the Kingdom of Anti-Chrilt is decaying, and 
the Kingdom of Chriſt is riſing ; So it is certaia, that the time will not 
be long, for it (hall be but three dayes and an baif, Rev. 11. 11. Let the 
Prelates and Prelatich Per ecutours, take avtice of it, ſuppoſe yon 
Mould prevail for a time, and ſappole Pcelacy (hoald get up again, yet 
it will nat be able to ſtand, but after three dayes and an half, that is to 
ſay, after a little ſhort time, it will fall and periſh. The Lord a ili then 
caſt you for:b again, and that for ever, ſo as to make a full end of you! 
Ang therefore let the people of God bear up, and be encouraged in the 
ard, for the Lord will ſpeedily ariſe, an i baye mercy upon Sun the King» 
„mol Chrilt it cagaiag, 3ad the wheels of his Chaciors haſten, he will 
ſpeedily 
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ſpeedily appear to your joy, but they (hill be aſhamed. 
et. But what ſhall we do to prevent that In-undation of Tdolatry and 
Super Zition that ſemt to be ſlowing in upon ws 2 

Anſw. I“ any thing will do it, no ſs Ancicat weapons of the Church, 
pretes ct la hrimæ, prayers and tears will do it, or at leaſt you ſhal 
thereby deliver your own Souls. 

1. Be much in prayer, ye tba are the Lords Remembrancery, keep not 
fence, give bim no veſt, til! he ariſe and mate Jeruſalem a praiſe in the Iſai S2. 
Earth. Pray againſt theſe things, and that God would put his bridle 6,7. 
in the jaws of Perſe. utours, and his Hook in their noſtrils, that the I. od 
would look upon all the Hoaſt oſ them thorough the Cloud, and knock 
off their Chariot wlieels, that they may drive heavily in all their deligns 
againſt the Lord Jcfus, and that Prelacy,which is the Image of that Reaſt 
the Papacy, may never be reſtored agaiu in thefe Nations, but that God 
would keep it down for ever in that grave in which it hath bean butyed 
for theſe twenty years together ; and if ſuch things begin to reappear, 
pray them down again into the bottomleſs pit from whence they came, 
and be eatneſt with God for thoſc in uthotity, that he would give them 
reforming Spirits, and for- your Mlniſters, that Chriſt would bold the 
Stars in Js 117 6t band, and give them both wiſdom and Courage, that 
the Truth may have no diſadvantage by us in any thing, as alſo for your 
ſelves and your poſterityes after you, that the Truth ot the Goſpel, and 
the purity of Gods worſhip may contiaue with you; It concerns you at 
fuch Time as this, to be much in prayer, and when the Lord ſhall duild 
vp Sion, be will regard the Prayers of the deſtitute, Pſal. 10a. 16, 17. 

2. Be mu. b alſo in mourning aud humiliation, that God; bottle may be 
filled with tears, Is there not cauſe of mourning for the ſing of the 
Time the deluge of prophanenefs, as if Hell were btoke looſe, the abs- EFzek! 
minations in the mid/t of Jeruſalem, which they that mourn for, ſhall be ,_, 
Sealed with the mark.of God upon their Fore beads, that they may be pre Ter. . 
ſerved at leaſt with ſpiritual Preſcrvations in Times of common Cala- , 
mity, when publick fins are viſited with publick ju igemems; and haſt 1,4 Py 
thou not alſo Sius of thine own to mourn for ? * 

Is there none of you that may ſay with Paul, I ws a Perſecutour a 
blaſphemer, | was an [dolater, and a delgerate Superſtitious wretch, 
Croffing and Cring'ng, and bowing dowa to the ſtock of a Tree ? but 
now you haut obteined mercy; or if kept from thoſe grols abominations, 
yet have you not been careleſs aad bold with lefler evils? Have you heen 
folicicous to know the mind of Chriſt in theſe points? tell me where thug CA. f. 
fadeſt? have you made iaquities for the way to Sion? they ſhall ark the 7+ 
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why Sion, going aud weeping as they go, Jer. 30 5. ls there no guilt 
upon thee, a5 to batrer nes of Spirit, and unprotitablencſs under pure 
Ordinanees which you have long enjoyed in this City? you have had the 
Goſpel preached, and the Ordinances of Chriſt diſpcaledamongſt you 
in power and purity, withcut the mixtures of mens baventions ; but now 
the Lord thteateneth to remove the Candleſtich, to deprive you of former 
mercies, and ſo to enter into judgement with you for your unfruitfulgeſs 


under them. Oh !Conſider of it. 
You have had pure worſhip, holy Ordinances, but Carnal Cemmon 


hearts it may be, or if there be a change of ſtate, as I know through 
grace there is in many of you, yet they that are lanted in the Louſe of the 
Lord, ſhould grow in grace, and be very fruitful and flouriſhing, Plal. 92, 
13,14. but hath your growth been proportienable to the diſpenſations 
of light and life that you have had, if not, go home, and mourn before 
the Lord for this Sin, who knows, but he may yet repent and return, and 
eontiaue his wonted gracious preſence with you? | 


The End of the rſt Sermon 


